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AGENDA
SPECIAL MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL

 
Wednesday, August 26, 2015, 11:45 a.m.

Council Chamber, City Hall
Pages

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA

Recommendation

That the agenda be confirmed as presented.

3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5. REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION AND COMMITTEES

5.1 Transportation & Utilities Department

5.1.1 Admin Report - Proposed September 2015 Electrical Rate
Increase [File No. 1905-3]

3 - 15

Recommendation

1. That the proposed September 1, 2015 rate increase be
approved for Saskatoon Light &  Power's electrical rates as
outlined in this report; and

2. That City Council consider Bylaw No. 9305, The Electrical
Light and Power Amendment Bylaw, 2015.

6. URGENT BUSINESS
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7. ADJOURNMENT
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ROUTING: Transportation & Utilities Dept. – City Council Special Meeting DELEGATION: n/a 
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Proposed September 2015 Electrical Rate Increase 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the proposed September 1, 2015 rate increase be approved for Saskatoon 

Light & Power’s electrical rates as outlined in this report; and 
2. That City Council consider Bylaw No. 9305, The Electrical Light and Power 

Amendment Bylaw, 2015. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
To request approval of a 2% overall average electrical rate increase to match 
SaskPower’s rate increase effective September 1, 2015.  
 
Report Highlights 
1. The Government of Saskatchewan has approved SaskPower’s application for an 

electrical rate increase effective September 1, 2015.  The City has historically 
matched rate increases set by SaskPower. 

2. The rate increase is an overall average of 2%.  SaskPower estimates that the 
average residential consumer will see a monthly increase of $1.70.  The rate 
increase will help offset an increase in the cost of Bulk Power which is increasing 
2.9% as of September 1, 2015. 

 
Strategic Goal 
The recommendations within this report support the long term strategy to increase 
revenue sources and reduce reliance on residential property taxes under the Strategic 
Goal of Asset and Financial Sustainability. 
 
Background 
The City of Saskatoon has historically set its rates for electricity sold to match those 
rates established by SaskPower.  Matching the rates ensures there are no inequities 
between customers regardless if they are located within the City’s or SaskPower’s 
franchise areas. 
 
Report 
On August 20, 2015, the Government of Saskatchewan approved the SaskPower 
request for a 2.0% system-wide average rate increase, to become effective 
September 1, 2015.  The City has historically matched rate increases set by 
SaskPower. 
 
In September 2014, a rate increase for 2015 of 3% overall was approved by the 
Government of Saskatchewan.  This was below the Saskatchewan Rate Review Panel 
approved rate request of 5%.  The September 1, 2015 rate increase is implementing the 
final 2% that was granted during the rate application.  
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Rate changes for September 1, 2015 include an increase of 1.8% for residential 
customers, an increase of 2.2% for commercial customers, and a decrease in street 
lighting of 1.9%.  SaskPower estimates the rate increase will increase the average 
residential customer’s cost by $1.70 per month.  
 
Options to the Recommendation 
Other possible options include either a rate increase different from SaskPower or no 
rate increase at all.  The Administration does not recommend either alternative to 
ensure customer rates are equal regardless of the service provider.  
 
Communication Plan 
Upon approval of the rate change, customers will be notified through a Public Service 
Announcement, a City Page advertisement, as well as through social media tools such 
as Facebook and Twitter.  The City’s website will also be updated to reflect the new 
rates. 
 
Financial Implications 
A 2% overall rate increase has a positive impact of $171,100 to the City in 2015.  
 
Mill rate programs are expected to benefit by $133,800, as Grants in Lieu received from 
Saskatoon Light & Power increases by $126,000, while Street Lighting costs decrease 
by an estimated $37,900.  These benefits are offset by an estimated increase in mill 
rate program electrical costs of $30,100.  
 
The proposed rate increase has a positive impact for Saskatoon Light & Power of 
$37,300 in 2015.  The cost of bulk power is increasing at a higher rate (2.9%) than 
revenues, reducing the effect of the rate increase. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no public or stakeholder involvement, policy, environmental, privacy or 
CPTED implications or considerations. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
Reports will be forwarded to City Council as required for any future rate increases. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachment 
1. Bylaw No. 9305, The Electrical Light and Power Amendment Bylaw, 2015 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Brian Casey, Business Administration 
Reviewed by: Shelley Korte, Director of Business Administration 
   Don McPhee, Acting Director of Saskatoon Light & Power 
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Approved by:  Pat Hyde, Acting General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 
Department 

Approved by:  Murray Totland, City Manager 
Council BC – Proposed September 2015 Electrical Rate Increase 
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