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April, 2021 

A message to current and potential residents of Aspen Ridge  
From the College of Agriculture and Bioresources, University of Saskatchewan. 

Dear neighbours, 

This message is shared to provide you with information about the Kernen Crop Research Farm (Kernen 
Farm), which has been operated by the University’s Crop Development Centre since 1977.  I ask that you 
review the following, and if you have questions or concerns, please contact us, using the contact 
information at the end of this letter. 

About the Kernen Farm 
Kernen Farm is located immediately south of the Aspen Ridge sub-division and includes two sections of 
land (1280 acres) that were acquired by the University from the late Mr. Fred Kernen on the condition that 
they be used for crop research.  The original farm also includes two quarter sections of unbroken, native 
prairie that were acquired from Mr. Kernen on the condition that this land be preserved in its unbroken state 
(Kernen Prairie).  Over the years, Kernen Farm has grown to include an additional 480 acres located 
between the east boundary of the farm and Highway 41. Kernen Farm is an important agricultural field 
research facility and the cultivated land on the farm is used primarily for support of our world-class plant 
breeding programs in wheat, barley, oats, flax, and pulse crops (peas, lentils, chickpeas and beans). Over 
the past 50 years, we have released over 500 new crop varieties for use by Saskatchewan farmers. You see 
these varieties growing in fields across the Prairies and beyond, and the resulting crops are enjoyed here at 
home as well as exported to countries around the world. The land is also used for producing breeder seed of 
crop varieties that have been developed by our plant breeders and for research in agronomy, weed control 
and plant disease management. 

Farm Activities – What to Expect 
Each year, about one-quarter of the land is used for research and the remainder is commercially farmed 
using the same techniques used on other grain farms in the province. As on any Saskatchewan farm, 
weather plays a huge role in dictating the timing of operations. You may see our field crews working 
irregular hours - very early in the morning or late in the evening - when weather conditions for particular 
farm operations are more favorable than they are during normal working hours. Whatever the time of day, 
farm work may sometimes generate noise or increased dust in the air.   

In conducting our research and managing our commercial grain crops, we use typical farming practices, 
including the use of pesticides.  For routine applications, we use only products that have been registered for 
such use and we follow the product label directions. Our research on weed and plant disease control can 
also involve the evaluation of new pest control products. These materials are applied according to current 
experimental protocols. Our farm and research staff are trained in the safe use and handling of pesticides, 
and utilize the appropriate safety clothing and equipment when they are applying pesticides. 

Kernen Prairie is used for research into native prairie conservation and management. As part of this 
research, the Prairie is grazed by livestock. In addition, prescribed fires (also referred to as controlled 
burns) are regularly set in coordination with the Saskatoon Fire Department. Access to Kernen Prairie is 
restricted to prevent disturbance of livestock, and to avoid damage to research plots that may arise from 
public access. 

UNIVERSITY OF 
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No Public Access 
Please note that no public access is permitted to the Kernen Farm – including Kernen Prairie – in order to 
protect the integrity of the research trials that are conducted each year. Protecting these areas from insects, 
diseases, weeds and disturbances is not only important, it is essential to the validity of research results. It is 
also important for your safety! Certain areas which are safe for trained farm workers and research staff may 
be dangerous to the general public. The University is not responsible for warning any unauthorized visitors 
of potential dangers that may exist on the property, or for any injury or damage suffered as a result of 
unauthorized visitation to the Kernen Farm.    

I hope you have found this message helpful and that you will appreciate and respect the nature of the 
research activities being conducted at the Kernen Farm. Thank you in advance for your cooperation in 
keeping control of any pets and educating your family and your visitors about the importance of not 
disturbing the Kernen Farm.   

Enjoy your new home in Aspen Ridge! 

Sincerely, 

Angela Bedard-Haughn, PhD, PAg 
Dean and Professor 

Questions or concerns? Contact: Kirk Blomquist, Superintendent – Field Operations, Department of Plant 
Sciences/Crop Development Centre (306 966-4985) 
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