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THE NORTHEAST SWALE
Before and during construction of the McOrmond Drive and Central 
Avenue extensions, many considerations were made in order to 
help conserve and protect the Northeast Swale (the Swale), as well 
as the wetlands, wildlife, and grasslands within it. 

The following wildlife friendly design 
features have been built in and will be 
monitored for years to come.  

• Reduced speeds and narrowed 
roadways through the Swale 

o There is a 50 km/h speed limit on 
the narrowed roadways through 
the Swale to help prevent wildlife 
collisions and to reduce impact 
adjacent habitat. 

• Installation of wildlife-friendly fencing 

o Fencing has been installed along a 
portion of the west side of Central 
Avenue to reduce the amount of 
animal-human interactions.

o This fencing allows for the movement 
of animals over and under the fence, 
with the use of smooth wire on the 
top and bottom and barbed-wire in 
the middle.  

• Development of natural  
contamination control 

o Storm water from the roads flows 
through vegetated swales with rock 
check dams and into sedimentation 
basins before the water is discharged 
into the Swale.  

• Installation of Dark Sky  
Compliant Lighting 

o Saskatoon Light and Power installed 
energy efficient Dark Sky Compliant 
Lighting to preserve the natural dark 
light cycles of the inhabitants of the 
area, while also not releasing any light 
above 90 degrees. 

• Signage 

o “Wildlife Crossing” and “No Stopping” 
signage is in place for the safety of 
both drivers and wildlife.  

• Use of a Custom grass seed mix 

o A custom grass seed mix is being 
used around the swales to help with 
weed management, invasive species 
prevention and erosion control.   

• Built-in animal and amphibian  
crossings under the roads 

o Crossings are in place for the safe 
movement of small animals and 
amphibians. The entrances of these 
crossings are to simulate natural areas 
with the use of rocks and plants. 



saskatoon.ca/swale

Resources
• Northeast Swale Development Guidelines (2012) were developed with various 

stakeholders, including the Meewasin Valley Authority, and are intended to ensure 
minimal impact to the Swale from adjacent development, roads and infrastructure.  

• The Northeast Swale Resource Management Plan (2013) is a description of 
management techniques appropriate to a natural area, including prescribed burning 
and grazing to manage invasive species and to protect and enhance biodiversity. 

• The Meewasin Northeast Swale Master Plan (2015) is a strategy to conserve 
biodiversity, accommodate educational programming, interpret cultural and natural 
history, and support passive recreation activities. The Master Plan refers to the portion 
of the Swale within Saskatoon city limits, which is approximately 5 kilometres long 
covering 300 hectares. 

How You Can Help
Conserving the Swale cannot be done without our community. When in the Swale, please:

• Take photographs of this beautiful area;

• Enjoy watching for interesting wildlife;

• Bike on developed pathways or walk around the area;

• Consider planting native species on your property and use dark sky lighting if you live 
in the area; and

Please don’t:
• Dump waste or garbage;

• Bring your dogs. (No dogs in the Ecological Core);

• Use motorized vehicles; and

• Pick plants.

More Information
For more information on the Swale, please visit  
meewasin.com 
or contact the Meewasin Valley Authority at 306-665-6887.

https://www.saskatoon.ca/community-culture-heritage/environment/northeast-swale
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning-development/future-growth/sector-planning/2012northeastswaledevelopmentguidelines.pdf
https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/NEswaleRMP-FEB272013.pdf
https://meewasin.com/visitors/meewasin-swale/meewasin-swale-master-plan
https://meewasin.com

