PUBLIC AGENDA
SASKATOON ENVIRONMENTAL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday, June 11, 2015, 11:30 a.m.
Committee Room A, Second Floor, City Hall
Committee Members:
Dr. M. Hill, Chair
Ms. K. Aikens, Vice-Chair
Councillor M. Loewen
Ms. N. Kochar
Ms. A. Bugg
Dr. D. McGrane
Dr. S. Moshiri
Mr. S. Homenick
Ms. A. Garg
Mr. B. Sawatzky
Mr. B. Latimer
Pages
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA
Recommendation
That the agenda be approved as presented.

3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Recommendation
That the minutes of Regular Meeting of the Saskatoon Environmental Advisory
Committee held on May 7, 2015 be adopted.

4.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.

REPORT OF THE CHAIR (File No. CK. 175-9)

Verbal Update - M. Hill
Recommendation
That the information be received.
6.

COMMUNICATIONS
1

6.1

Dark Sky Policy (File No. CK. 6300-1)

4-7

Presentation - R. Huziak, Saskatchewan Light Pollution Abatement
Committee
Attached for the Committee's information is a letter in regards to the
above-noted matter.
Recommendation
That the information be received.
7.

REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION
7.1

Dark Sky Lighting Policy (File No. CK.6300-1)

8 - 10

Verbal Update - D. Dawson, Manager, Development Review, Community
Services
Attached for the Committee's information is a memo in regards to the
above-noted matter.
Recommendation
That the information be received.
7.2

Environmental and Corporate Initiatives Update (File No. CK. 7550-1)

Verbal Update - B. Wallace
Recommendation
That the information be received.
8.

EVENT SUSTAINABILITY SUBCOMMITTEE (File No. CK. 175-9)

11 - 11

Verbal Update
Attached for the Committee's information is an update in regards to the abovenoted matter.
Recommendation
That the information be received.
9.

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES (File CK. No. 1704-5)
Attached is a current Statement of Expenditures.
Recommendation

2

12 - 12

That the information be received.
10.

2016 PROPOSED BUDGET (File No. CK. 1704-5)
The Commiittee is requested to put forward a proposed budget submission for
2016 for inclusion in the 2016 Operating Budget Review. For the Committee's
information the following is the budget from 2015:
$100

Publications/Reports

$6,000 Public Education, Information Gathering
$500

Conferences/Workshops

$200

Membership Fees

Total: $6,800
Recommendation
That the direction of the Committee issue.
11.

ADJOURNMENT
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Community Services Department
Planning and Development Division
To:

Saskatoon Environmental Advisory Committee

Date:

June 2, 2015

Phone:
Our File:
From: Darryl Dawson, Manager
Development Review Section

Re:

Your File:

Current Civic Regulations and Guidelines that Pertain to Outdoor Lighting

At the November 13, 2014 meeting of the Saskatoon Environmental Advisory
Committee, the Committee requested:
“1. That Development Review Section Manager provide, in the first quarter of
2015, an analysis of the current bylaws affecting outdoor lighting; as well as
information on Dark Sky compliance and explain how it can be achieved in new
neighborhoods, as discussed at the meeting; and
2. That the draft “Responsible Outdoor Lighting Policy” be received as
information for future use by the Committee.”
The purpose of this memo is to outline Civic Bylaws and guidelines that are currently in
place that pertain to outdoor lighting. I will be attending the June 11, 2015 meeting to
review this information with the Committee.
Zoning Bylaw No. 8770
The Planning and Development Division is responsible for administering Zoning Bylaw
No. 8700 (Zoning Bylaw). The Zoning Bylaw regulates the development and use of
land within the City and implements the Policies contained in the City of Saskatoon’s
Official Community Plan. Regulations for outdoor lighting are primarily contained in
Section 5 – General Regulations and the in the Sign Regulations (Appendix A to the
Zoning Bylaw).
Section 5.4 of the Zoning Bylaw states that Outdoor lighting for all developments shall
be located and arranged so that no direct rays of light are pointed at nearby properties,
or interfere with the safe operation of nearby roadways or traffic control devices. The
Transportation and Utilities Department are consulted when necessary to ensure lights
do not interfere with the safe operation of nearby roadways or traffic control devices.
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There are no provisions in the Zoning Bylaw regulating the type of light fixture or
prescribing a specific ‘brightness’ of a light.

Provisions in the Sign Regulations prohibit flashing images or flashing light on any sign,
including digital billboards or electronic message centres. The Sign Regulations also
requires digital billboards and electronic message centres to contain a dimmer switch
and must be adjusted in accordance with any direction given by the Development
Officer. Transportation and Utilities Department are consulted when necessary to
ensure signs (and lighting of signs) do not interfere with the safe operation of nearby
roadways or traffic control devices.
Building Code
Building Standards Division issues building permits and administers inspection
programs related to regulations contained in the Building Bylaw No. 7306 (Building
Bylaw), the Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act (UBASA) and the National
Building Code of Canada(NBC). The Building Bylaw, along with UBASA and the NBC,
address the construction of buildings as it pertains to life safety. The NBC provides
requirements for lighting and emergency power systems within buildings. These
requirements address minimum lighting levels for specified areas within buildings in
order to ensure life safety. The NBC does not address light pollution or the design of
spaces outside of the building.
The building bylaw does contain requirements for the construction of signs; however,
the requirements do not address lighting of signs.
The Temporary Sign Bylaw No. 7491
The Temporary Sign Bylaw No. 7491 regulates the placing of temporary signs on
streets and municipal buffer strips. Section 6(a) of this Bylaw prohibits temporary signs
which are flashing, rotating, animated, illuminated or contain moving lights or other
electrical features on all streets and buffer strips.
Saskatoon Light and Power
Saskatoon Light & Power owns and maintains approximately 24,000 street lights. The
majority are high pressure sodium (orange/yellow light), some areas have metal halide
(white with a hint of blue).
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Roadway lighting allows timely, accurate and safe visibility at night. This:
 Allows for the safe movement of vehicles and pedestrians;
 Reduces night time accidents;
 Raises a sense of personal security; and,
 Encourages the night time use of the area.
Roadway and pathway lighting is designed to meet the Illumination Engineering Society
of North America Guidelines (IES RP-8-00 and DG-5-94). These guidelines establish
appropriate lighting levels and uniformity of lighting for a given class and operational
characteristics of a roadway.
Saskatoon Light & Power is installing LED (light emitting diode) lighting in new areas of
the City. The fixtures use approximately 60% less energy than high pressure sodium
(HPS) and significantly reduce the amount of light shining onto private property. A
colour temperature of 4100K has been selected for the LED fixtures.

DD:dd
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SEAC Event Sustainability Subcommittee Update:
The Festival and Event Subcommittee met on May 26th to discuss next steps on SEAC’s festival
and event portfolio. New direction was sought to replace the festival waste audit research that
was conducted last year, but not carried forward into this summer.
The subcommittee puts forth the following recommendations:
•

The subcommittee work with the Leisure Services Department to include a provision for
those seeking special event permits to demonstrate their plans for waste management.
o Aim for the 2016 permitting process (which begins October 2015).
o At least for the first year, organizers plans should include:
 What are their waste outputs, and how are they being handled (garbage/
recycling/ composting)
 Procurement practices
 Minimization efforts
 A feedback mechanism for organizers to share their plans for the future,
and where they might need help in the future.
o The decision by Leisure Services to grant the permits will be dependent on
organizers submitting a complete plan, not on the content of the plan.
o This information is to be shared between Leisure Services and the Environmental
and Corporate Initiatives Department, who will also share the consolidated
information with SEAC.

•

The subcommittee work with the Environmental and Corporate Initiatives Department
to assess what further information can be gained on festival and events through the
Department’s Let’s Roll Recycling summer students.
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