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1. CALL TO ORDER

2. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA

Recommendation

That the agenda be confirmed as presented.

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Recommendation

That the minutes of Regular Meeting of the Saskatoon Environmental Advisory
Committee held on January 12, 2017, be approved.

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

4.1 Aquatic Invasive Species: Response to PARCS [CK. 277-1, x 7550-1] 4 - 14

Attached is a report of the General Manager, Corporate Performance,
dated November 14, 2016, which was considered at the Standing Policy
Committee on Environment, Utilities &  Corporate Services Meeting held
on November 14, 2016; it was resolved, in part, that the report be referred
to SEAC to review and report back with input to the Standing Policy
Committee on Environment, Utilities &  Corporate Services.
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Due to time constraints the matter was deferred to SEAC's February
meeting.

Recommendation

That the Committee provide direction.

5. REPORT OF THE CHAIR [CK. 175-9]

Verbal Update - K. Aikens

Recommendation

That the information be received.

6. COMMUNICATIONS

7. REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION

7.1 Environmental & Corporate Initiatives [CK. 7550-1]

Verbal Update - B. Wallace

Recommendation

That the information be received.

8. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS SUBCOMMITTEE - UPDATE [CK. 375-4]

Verbal Update - regarding the launch plan and release date for the social media
campaign pertaining to climate change. 

Recommendation

That the Committee provide direction.

9. 2017 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES [CK. 175-9]

The Committee, at its meeting held on January 12, 2017, determined to set its
2017 Goals and Objectives, an update will be provided in this regard. 

Recommendation

That the Committee provide direction.

10. STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES [CK. 1704-5] 15 - 15

Attached is a current Statement of Expenditures for the Committee's information.

Recommendation

That the information be received.
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11. ADJOURNMENT
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Aquatic Invasive Species: Response to PARCS 
 

Recommendation 
That the report of the General Manager, Corporate Performance Department, dated 
November 14, 2016, be forwarded to City Council for information. 

 
Topic and Purpose 
This report is the Administration’s response to the letter from the Provincial Association 
of Resort Communities of Saskatchewan (PARCS) regarding aquatic invasive mussels 
and provides an overview of City of Saskatoon (City) activities in support of provincial 
aquatic invasive species programming. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. The City receives drinking water from the South Saskatchewan River.  Lake 

Diefenbaker, upstream of the city along the river, is at risk for aquatic mussel 
infestation. 

2. The City does not currently have programming targeted at educating residents 
about aquatic invasive mussels as it is a member of the South Saskatchewan 
River Watershed Stewards (SSRWSI), which receives funding from the province 
to carry out an awareness campaign about aquatic invasive mussels within our 
watershed.  

3. The province has installed a sign outside of city limits on Highway 11 to Prince 
Albert and has offered additional free highway signs to the City to help raise 
awareness of aquatic invasive mussels.  

 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Asset and Financial Sustainability by 
supporting programs that protect our drinking water source and our municipal water 
infrastructure.  It also supports the Strategic Goal of Quality of Life by protecting our 
primary service of providing affordable, high quality drinking water to our citizens. 
 
Background 
The Standing Policy Committee on Environment, Utilities and Corporate Services 
received a letter from PARCS on May 9, 2016, asking for support, by motion, and with a 
letter to the Premier, for a comprehensive systematic border inspection program for 
invasive mussel species that are commonly carried on boats.  The Committee 
forwarded the letter to the Administration for further reporting.  Attachment 1 is a copy of 
the letter. 
 
Report 
Lake Diefenbaker at Risk for Aquatic Invasive Species 
Saskatoon’s drinking water comes from the South Saskatchewan River.  Upstream of 
our community, the river flows through Lake Diefenbaker and the Gardiner Dam, which 
also houses an integrated hydroelectric station.  The Lake is at high risk of infestation 
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by aquatic invasive mussels because of the many out-of-province boats that visit the 
lake for recreational purposes.  
 
Invasive mussel populations are very difficult to control and have profound negative 
effects on the ecosystems and infrastructure they impact.  If mussels became 
established in Lake Diefenbaker, impacts to Saskatoon residents would likely include 
higher costs for utilities (water and power) related to increased infrastructure 
maintenance and changing treatment requirements, as well as reduction in the 
recreational opportunities available in and around Saskatoon. 
 
Current Awareness and Education Initiatives 
Awareness and education initiatives are implemented by local watershed groups using 
funding provided by the province.  The City is a member of the SSRWSI, who have 
been carrying out an awareness and education campaign on invasive mussels in our 
watershed for the past two years.  Activities have included: 

 Television and radio interviews, 

 Presentations throughout the watershed, 

 Establishment of 30 monitoring stations for mussels, and 

 Installation of signage at boat docks on high-risk lakes and along the river. 

The City is also represented on the Saskatchewan Invasive Species Council (SISC) and 
has partnered with SISC in the past for awareness and education programming about 
other invasive species. 
 
Invasive species are sometimes purchased or transported unknowingly by residents, 
and cause problems when released back into the environment.  Those that are now 
banned in Saskatchewan include several species of insects, fish, crabs, snails, clams, 
mussels, and plants.  Information about these species can be found on the websites of 
the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, and Saskatchewan Invasive 
Species Council. 
 
Education initiatives in Saskatoon are currently linked to municipal public health 
concerns (West Nile virus), urban forestry management (emerald ash borer, gypsy 
moth, Asian long-horned beetle, Dutch elm disease), and weed management.  There is 
currently no municipal programming targeting awareness of aquatic invasive mussels. 
 
Additional Awareness through Signage in Saskatoon 
Highway signage has been produced by the province as part of education and 
awareness programming for aquatic invasive mussels.  The province has installed one 
sign on the outskirts of Saskatoon and offered free signage to the City for installation 
within city limits.  The Administration is currently considering the feasibility of this 
installation.  
 
The province has previously provided signage to the City in support of the ban on 
firewood transportation related to the Dutch elm disease prevention campaign. 
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Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
Stakeholders are currently being consulted regarding the potential need for a municipal 
education initiative regarding aquatic invasive mussels and the installation of highway 
signage within city limits. 
 
Environmental Implications 
The City’s membership with the SSRWSI has indirectly supported the provincial 
campaign to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive mussels in our local watershed.  
Any further direct actions by the City will also help to spread education and awareness 
of this threat and will demonstrate the City’s commitment to protecting our drinking 
water supply from aquatic invasive species. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no policy, financial, privacy or CPTED implications or considerations and a 
communication plan is not required. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
Further information about aquatic invasive mussel education and awareness will be 
provided in the annual membership renewal report for the SSRWSI. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachment 
1. Letter from PARCs 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Twyla Yobb, Watershed Protection Manager, Environmental & 

Corporate Initiatives 
Reviewed by: Jeff Boone, Acting Superintendent of Forestry and Pest 

Management, Parks 
Brenda Wallace, Director of Environmental and Corporate 
Initiatives 

Approved by:  Catherine Gryba, General Manager, Corporate Performance 
Department 

 
 
Administrative Report – Aquatic Invasives – Response to PARCS.docx 
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DATE NUMBER DESCRIPTION DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE GL
TOTAL 

SPENT

BUDGET 

REMAINING

Beginning Balance $6,800

2017 Budget

Student Action for a Sustainable Future (SASF) 1,800

Public Education/Information Gathering 5,000

2017 Total 6,800.00

2017 Forecast 

2017 Variance 6,800.00

01-5536-103 - SASKATOON ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE - 2017 BUDGET - $6,800
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