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1. CALL TO ORDER

1.1 Confirmation of Chair and Vice-Chair

At the December 8, 2014 meeting of the Standing Policy Committee on
Transportation, the Committee resolved:

1. That the appointment of Councillor Clark as Chair of the Standing
Policy Committee on Transportation until December 2015 be
confirmed; and

2. That the appointment of Councillor Donauer as Vice-Chair of the
Standing Policy Committee on Transportation until December 2015
be confirmed.

City Council, at its Organizational Meeting on November 23, 2015,
confirmed the following appointments for 2016:

Standing Policy Committee on Transportation

Councillor Clark
Councillor Davies
Councillor Donauer
Councillor Hill
Councillor Loewen

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation appoint a Chair
and Vice-Chair for 2016.
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2. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA

Recommendation

1. That the letter from Sarah Marchildon, Executive Director, Broadway
Business Improvement District dated December 2, 2015 requesting to speak
be added to Item 7.2.1;

2. That the report of the General Manager, Transportation and Utilities
regarding Snow &  Ice Program Levels of Service be added as Urgent
Business Item 8.1; and

3. That the agenda be confirmed as amended.

3. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Recommendation

That the minutes of regular meeting of Standing Policy Committee on
Transportation held on November 9, 2015 be adopted.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

6. COMMUNICATIONS (requiring the direction of the Committee)

6.1 Delegated Authority Matters

6.2 Matters Requiring Direction

6.3 Requests to Speak (new matters)

7. REPORTS FROM ADMINISTRATION

7.1 Delegated Authority Matters

7.1.1 Update on Railway Delays [Files CK. 6170 and TS. 6170-1] 7 - 9

Recommendation

That the information be received.

7.1.2 Transportation Demand Management Program Update [Files
CK. 7000-1 and TS. 7000-1]

10 - 24

Recommendation

That the information be received.
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7.1.3 Varsity View Neighbourhood Traffic Review - Main Street and
Wiggins Avenue [Files CK. 6320-1 and TS. 6320-1]

25 - 29

Recommendation

That the information be received.

7.2 Matters Requiring Direction

7.2.1 Communications to Council – Mid West Development (2000)
Corp. (Oct 30, 2008) – Parking in the Broadway Area [File No.
CK. 6120-1]

30 - 37

A request to speak has been added to this item from Sarah
Marchildon, Executive Director, Broadway Business
Improvement District.

Recommendation

That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & 
Utilities Department, dated December 14, 2015, be forwarded to
City Council for information.

7.2.2 Neighbourhood Traffic Review - Revised Process [Files CK.
6320-1 and TS. 7820-1]

38 - 45

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
recommend to City Council:

1. That the Administration be directed to update the “Traffic
Calming Guidelines and Tools” procedure as outlined in this
report; and

2. That the Administration be directed to proceed with current
and 2016 Neighbourhood Traffic Reviews as outlined in this
report, until such time as the Traffic Calming Guidelines and
Tools document has been updated and approved by
Council.
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7.2.3 Inquiry – Councillor Z. Jeffries (September 28, 2015) Nelson
Road Corridor – Four-Way Stop [Files CK. 6320-1 and TS. 6280-
2]

46 - 47

Recommendation

That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & 
Utilities Department dated December 7, 2015, be forwarded to
City Council for information.

7.2.4 Inquiry – Councillor Z. Jeffries (September 28, 2015) Intersection
Nelson Road and Lowe Road [Files CK. 6320-1 and TS. 6150-1]

48 - 49

Recommendation

That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & 
Utilities Department dated December 7, 2015, be forwarded to
City Council for information.

7.2.5 Advanced Traffic Management System – Award of Contract
[Files CK. 6250-1, TS. 6250-6 and TS. 1020-3]

50 - 53

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
recommend to City Council:

1. That the City enter into an agreement with Electromega Ltd.
for the supply of an Advanced Traffic Management System
at a total cost of $285,931.53 (including GST and PST);
and,

2. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the
appropriate agreement and that His Worship the Mayor and
the City Clerk be authorized to execute the agreement
under the Corporate Seal.
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7.2.6 Award of Impound Towing Contract [Files CK. 6120-6 and PL.
6120-1]

54 - 55

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
recommend to City Council:

1. That a contract with 101278278 Saskatchewan Ltd,
Operating as Astro Towing Saskatoon, beginning January
2016, for the provision of 24 hours per day/7 days per week
towing requirements for the City of Saskatoon Impound Lot
and Saskatoon Police Service, be approved; and

2. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the
appropriate agreement and that His Worship the Mayor and
the City Clerk be authorized to execute the agreement
under the Corporate Seal.

7.2.7 Request for Change Order - Contract #15-0004 – 2015 Paver
Lay [Files CK. 292-015-031 and TS. 7822-1]

56 - 58

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
recommend to City Council:

That a change order in the amount of $364,992.00 (including
GST), for Contract #15-0004, 2015 Paver Lay, be approved.
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7.2.8 Amendments to Bylaw No. 7200 and Policy C07-019 –
Administrative Fee for Vehicle Permits [Files CK. 317-1, x1720-
1]

59 - 74

Recommendation

That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
recommend to City Council:

1. That Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw be amended to
require the Administration to set a fixed administrative fee
for vehicle permits to ensure services are fully cost
recovered, and authorize the Administration to establish a
fee structure for overweight vehicles;

2. That revisions to Policy C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special
Permits be adopted to be consistent with the amendment to
Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw;

3. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the
appropriate amendment to Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic
Bylaw; and

4. That the City Clerk be requested to update Policy C07-019,
Traffic Bylaw Special Permits as reflected in this report.

8. URGENT BUSINESS

8.1 Snow & Ice Program Levels of Service [Files CK. 6290-1 and PW. 6290-
1]

75 - 118

Recommendation

That the information be received.

9. MOTIONS (Notice Previously Given)

10. GIVING NOTICE

11. IN CAMERA AGENDA ITEMS

12. ADJOURNMENT
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ROUTING: Transportation & Utilities Dept. – SPC on Transportation DELEGATION: n/a 
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Update on Railway Delays 
 
Recommendation 
That the information be received. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on the ongoing operational issues 
with Canadian National Railway in the southwest portion of the city and to provide an 
overview of the progress of the Rail Working Group. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. Canadian National Railway (CNR) has modified their operations in the southwest 

portion of the city to minimize delays at the spur line crossing on 11th Street 
West. 

2. The Rail Working Group is developing a business case for future grade 
separations at key locations. 

 
Strategic Goals 
This report supports the Strategic Goals of Moving Around and Quality of Life by 
ensuring that traffic continues to flow, and supports the corporate priority of life safety 
initiatives within the city. 
 
Background 
City Council at its meeting held on January 26, 2015, received a report from the General 
Manager of Transportation & Utilities Department outlining the creation of a Steering 
Committee to address ongoing delays occurring at rail crossings throughout the city. 

 
“City Council resolved that a committee be established between the City of 
Saskatoon and the Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Railways to 
develop solutions to reduce delays resulting from at-grade railway 
crossings.” 
 

An update on the establishment of the committee was provided to the Standing Policy 
Committee on Transportation in September 2015. 
 
A letter was sent to the Regional Director of Transport Canada on September 25, 2015, 
requesting clarification of jurisdiction and enforcement of regulations on the spur line at 
11th Street West. To date, no response has been received. 
 
Report 
Southwest Operational Issues 
The City is continuing to work with CNR to minimize delays in the southwest portion of 
the city near the Montgomery Place neighbourhood. 
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In October 2015, CNR modified their operations into the Viterra grain terminal. The 
changes minimize the back and forth operations on the spur line across 11th Street by 
manually opening all switches prior to spotting the rails cars into Viterra in one 
continuous push, which should reduce the overall length of time that the spur line is in 
use. The continuous push meets the requirements of the Federal Canadian Rail 
Operating Rules, as the new operation is no longer considered a switching operation. 
The City and CNR are continuing to collect data to evaluate the impact of the 
operational changes and identify opportunities to further minimize the impact of these 
operations. 
 
Rail Working Group 
The Rail Working Group is continuing to develop a long-term plan to address delays at 
at-grade railway crossings throughout the city. 
 
Six priority locations have been identified for further investigation into future grade 
separations based on: current and projected traffic volumes; amount of daily rail activity; 
impacts to existing and future transportation network; public transit and benefits to rail 
operations. The priority locations include, in no particular order: 
• 22nd Street at Avenue F 
• Idylwyld Drive at 25th Street 
• Central Avenue at Gray Avenue 
• Marquis Drive 
• 11th Street at Dundonald Avenue 
• Preston Avenue 
 
A functional plan for the rail crossing at 22nd Street and Avenue F is being developed to 
identify utility and access constraints. A grade separation at this location would 
eliminate train interruptions of traffic throughout 22nd Street.  In addition to the benefits 
realized by all drivers using 22nd Street, uninterrupted traffic on this corridor is critical to 
the future success of public transit, specifically the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system 
proposed as part of the Growth Plan. This portion of the future BRT system has been 
identified as a medium priority to be implemented within the next 5 to 10 years. 
 
The Rail Working Group has sought assistance from the Saskatoon Regional Economic 
Development Authority to develop an economic business case to pursue senior 
government funding. The separation of rail and road will have a positive impact on the 
economy and the environment. Discussions will be held over the next few months to 
confirm the scope and extent of the business case. 
 
It is the Rail Working Group’s intent to undertake the same design, planning and 
economic assessment process for the other five locations. 
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Environmental Impacts 
Delays at railway crossings increase fuel use, greenhouse gas emissions and air 
pollution associated with vehicle idling. The environmental impacts of the delays given 
the current traffic and train volumes will be quantified as part of the business case. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
Both CN and CP Railways are members on the committee. The Combined Business 
Group will also be represented on the committee. Dependent on the deliberations and 
direction of the committee, the general public may be invited to provide input for the 
committee’s consideration. 
 
Communication Plan 
Media briefings may be considered as the committee’s work progresses. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, policy, financial, privacy or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
The Administration will report further in early 2016. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by: Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS AG –Update on Railway Delays 
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Transportation Demand Management Program Update 
 
Recommendation 
That the information be received. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to provide information on the initiatives within the 
Transportation Demand Management Strategic Plan. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. Transportation Demand Management (TDM) encourages sustainable travel 

choices to reduce the attractiveness of the single-occupant private auto and to 
maximize the efficiency of moving people around Saskatoon. 

2. The 2010 TDM Strategic Plan prioritized strategic level city-wide initiatives. The 
Administration has started, completed, or implemented 75% of short-term 
strategies, and work is underway on 30% of the medium-term initiatives. 

3. In October 2012, the Administration conducted a survey of civic employees who 
work downtown to identify current travel preferences. 

4. An Active Transportation Master Plan is being developed that will provide 
recommendations that overlap with TDM initiatives. 

 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by optimizing the flow of 
people and goods in and around the city. 
 
Background 
During its meeting held June 14, 2010, City Council considered the 
Transportation Demand Management Strategic Plan report and resolved, in part: 

 
“3) that the Administration provide a report as soon as possible 

prioritizing the list of the recommendations contained in the TDM 
report.” 

 
Report 
Transportation Demand Management 
The 2010 TDM Strategic Plan prioritized strategic level city-wide initiatives in the short, 
medium and long-terms, to reduce dependency on single-occupant auto trips and 
encourage more sustainable travel modes such as transit, walking, cycling and 
carpooling. 
 
TDM Strategic Plan Progress 
The TDM Strategic Plan recommended initiatives to improve transit service, pedestrian 
facilities, public parking management, bicycle facilities, school-oriented programs, TDM 
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initiatives at City Hall and at major trip generators, and development-oriented strategies. 
While each initiative varies in complexity, significant progress has been made on the 
short-term initiatives where 75% have been started, completed or implemented as part 
of ongoing civic programs or continuous improvement initiatives. Work is underway on 
30% of the medium-term initiatives. The progress on the implementation of the TDM 
Strategic Plan is shown in Attachment 1. 
 
Employer-based TDM Program for City Hall 
City of Saskatoon is one of the city’s largest employers, and is expected to be a leader 
in innovation and a positive model of how an organization can improve the way 
employees travel to and from their downtown workplace. 
 
In October 2012, the Administration asked employees working downtown to complete a 
survey that identified: current travel preferences and current barriers to other forms of 
travel and provided feedback as to alternative travel options.  The results of the survey 
are shown in Attachment 2.  The survey had 434 respondents, of which 62% indicated 
they drove to work alone nearly every day.  These daily drivers were asked what would 
make them consider changing their method of travel to and from work. The commuting 
options most preferred were: taking the bus 29%, carpooling 22%, and bicycling 15%. 
 
Active Transportation Master Plan 
Earlier this year, the Administration began developing an Active Transportation Master 
Plan. It is anticipated that this master plan will be completed in the first half of 2016. The 
plan will have a significant number of recommendations that will advance the TDM 
initiative.  
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
City Hall employees were included in the internal survey. As the implementation of the 
TDM initiatives proceed, specific stakeholders will be engaged where appropriate. 
 
Communication Plan 
A communication plan will be developed as the project progresses. 
 
Environmental Implications 
The goals of the TDM Strategic Plan are to encourage people to use more sustainable 
travel modes such as transit, walking, cycling and carpooling, thereby reducing the 
number of single-occupant automobile trips in Saskatoon. A reduction in the number of 
automobile trips will, in turn, decrease negative environmental impacts attributable to 
motorised vehicle, such as emissions in the form of noise, gases and particles. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, policy, financial, privacy or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
A further update will be provided after completion of the Active Transportation Master 
Plan as it is anticipated that there may be initiatives that overlap. 
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Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachments 
1. TDM Strategic Plan Implementation Progress 
2. City of Saskatoon Downtown Employee Travel Survey – Results 
 
Report Approval 
Written by:  Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS JN – Transportation Demand Management Program Update 
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ROUTING: Transportation & Utilities Dept. – SPC on Transportation DELEGATION: n/a 
December 7, 2015 – File No. CK 6320-1 & TS – 6320-1 
Page 1 of 4 
 

 
Varsity View Neighbourhood Traffic Review – Main Street and 
Wiggins Avenue 
 
Recommendation 
That the information be received. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
This report outlines the results of the additional public consultation with the Varsity View 
neighbourhood residents and the Community Association on the proposed temporary 
traffic restriction at the intersection of Main Street and Wiggins Avenue. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. To mitigate shortcutting traffic on Main Street, a temporary traffic restriction was 

proposed at the intersection of Main Street and Wiggins Avenue. The proposed 
temporary traffic restriction included installing a raised curb to restrict east-west 
vehicular movement through the intersection. 

2. On October 14, 2015, a meeting was held with the Varsity View neighbourhood 
residents and the Community Association to further discuss the proposal. The 
majority of the residents did not support the restriction; therefore, the 
Administration will proceed with three relatively minor changes to signage along 
Main Street to mitigate shortcutting traffic. 

 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by providing a plan to guide 
the installation of traffic calming devices and pedestrian safety enhancements to 
improve the safety of pedestrians, motorists, and cyclists. 
 
Background 
A public meeting was held in January 2014 to identify traffic concerns and potential 
solutions within the Varsity View neighbourhood. Based on the residents’ input provided 
at the initial public meeting and the analysis of the traffic data collected, a Traffic 
Management Plan was developed and presented to the community at a second public 
meeting held in December 2014. 
 
The Administration prepared a technical report presenting the Neighbourhood Traffic 
Plan for the Varsity View neighbourhood, and presented a report to the Standing Policy 
Committee on Transportation on May 11, 2015. City Council, considered this report at 
its meeting held on May 25, 2015, and resolved, in part: 
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“2. That the directional closure proposed at Main Street and Wiggins 
Avenue be deferred for further discussion with the residents and 
the Community Association in order for the process to be consistent 
with the other recommendations in the plan.” 

 
Report 
Previously Proposed Temporary Traffic Restriction 
Main Street shortcutting between Cumberland Avenue and Broadway Avenue was 
identified as a concern during the public consultation for both the Nutana and Varsity 
View neighbourhoods. A prohibition of left and through movements at Clarence Avenue 
and Main Street, in general, was not supported by residents. The Administration 
proposed another recommendation to mitigate the shortcutting along Main Street in 
March and April of 2015. The proposal included installing a raised curb to restrict 
east-west vehicular movement through the intersection of Main Street and Wiggins 
Avenue. Curb cuts would be installed to permit the movement of bicycles and 
pedestrians through the intersection. Vehicles arriving at the intersection from the east 
or west would be permitted to turn right only. Vehicles arriving at the intersection from 
the north or south would not be permitted to turn left onto Main Street. The proposal 
outlined that this restriction would be installed in a temporary fashion and evaluated 
after one year. A sketch of the previously proposed temporary restriction is shown in 
Attachment 1. 
 
Additional Consultation 
The Administration delivered invitations to residents between both Clarence Avenue 
and Cumberland Avenue, and 8th Street and 12th Street for the additional public meeting 
held on October 14, 2015, where approximately 30 residents attended. The 
Administration provided a presentation to the residents, who were then asked to identify 
their position on the proposed restrictions. The results showed a majority of residents 
were opposed to the temporary traffic restriction (9 in support and 14 opposed). 
 
Based on the feedback received at the meeting, the Administration is recommending 
not to proceed with the proposed temporary traffic restriction. 
 
There were a wide variety of suggestions provided by the residents including: improved 
signage; four-way stop at Wiggins Avenue and Main Street; increased enforcement; 
traffic signals at (Clarence Avenue/Main Street and Wiggins Avenue/8th Street) and add 
no-parking zones set back from the stop signs on Wiggins Avenue at Main Street. Some 
residents suggested that no changes are required. The Administration evaluated these 
options. 
 
For a four-way stop to be installed at Wiggins Avenue and Main Street, the intersection 
must meet certain minimum criteria specified in City Policy No. C07-007 – Use of Stop 
and Yield Signs. During the course of the Neighbourhood Traffic Review for the Varsity 
View neighbourhood, the request for a four-way stop was made and the Administration 
completed a review. The results of the review indicated that a four-way stop does not 
meet the policy requirements and may lower the level of safety. 
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Similarly, traffic signals would not be appropriate traffic controls at the intersections of 
Clarence Avenue and Main Street or Wiggins Avenue and 8th Street. Traffic signals 
typically promote increased traffic volumes through an intersection, which contradicts 
the community’s desire to reduce volumes in the residential neighbourhood. 
 
However, to mitigate short cutting of traffic on Main Street, as well as address issues 
raised at the October 14, 2015 meeting, the Administration is recommending the 
following: 
• Adding hazard boards to the existing east-west stop signs at the intersection of 

Wiggins Avenue and Main Street to improve visibility of the signage. 
• Adding 5 metre no parking zones on Main Street prior to the stop signs to 

enhance visibility of oncoming traffic. 
• Exchanging the north-south yield signs for east-west stop signs at the 

intersection of Main Street and Munroe Avenue. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
In January 2014, a public meeting was held to discuss traffic concerns and identify 
potential solutions. The feedback was used to develop the Neighbourhood Traffic Plan 
which was presented at a follow up public meeting in December 2014. 
 
An additional public meeting was held on October 14, 2015, to specifically discuss the 
proposed traffic restriction at the intersection of Main Street and Wiggins Avenue. 
 
Communication Plan 
Information on the recommended improvements will be provided to the residents bound 
by 8th Street, Clarence Avenue, 12th Street and Cumberland Avenue via a flyer. This 
information will also be forwarded to the Community Association for further distribution. 
 
Financial Implications 
There is sufficient funding within Capital Project #1512 – Neighbourhood Traffic 
Management to undertake the signage work outlined in this report.  
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, policy, environmental, privacy, or CPTED considerations or 
implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
If adopted by City Council, the signage will be implemented in early 2016. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachment 
1. Previously Proposed Traffic Restriction – Main Street and Wiggins Avenue 
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Report Approval 
Written by: Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS SM – Varsity View Neighbourhood Traffic Review – Main St and Wiggins Ave 
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Communications to Council – Mid West Development (2000) 
Corp. (Oct 30, 2008) – Parking in the Broadway Area 
 
Recommendation 
That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & Utilities Department, dated 
December 14, 2015, be forwarded to City Council for information. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to provide information on the parking orientation on the 
north side of 9th Street East, fronting 922, 1002, and 1002B Broadway Avenue. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. A meeting was held October 21, 2015 with Councillor Clark, Nutana Community 

Association, Broadway Business Improvement District (BID), Mr. Ken Achs, 
residents of the condominium building at 922, 9th Street East (the Luxe) and the 
Administration to discuss the parking scheme on the 500 block of 9th Street East. 

2. Seven options were discussed, with the relocation of angled parking to the south 
side of 9th Street in front of the 1002B Broadway Avenue (The Sandbox in the 
City - clothing store) and 1002 Broadway Avenue (Bliss Fine Food - restaurant), 
and re-establishing parallel parking in front of the Luxe being the recommended 
option. 

3. This parking arrangement would be put in place on a temporary basis for one 
year to evaluate the effectiveness. 

 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by providing a plan to guide 
the installation of traffic calming devices and pedestrian safety enhancements to 
improve the safety of pedestrians, motorists, and cyclists. 
 
Background 
City Council, at its meeting held on November 17, 2008, considered Mr. Ken Achs, 
President, Mid-West Development (2000) Corporation’s correspondence dated October 
30, 2008 (Attachment 1). The correspondence was referred to the Administration for a 
further report. 
 
Mr. Achs requested that the preceding decision by the Administration to not allow angle 
parking on the north side of the 500 block of 9th Street East, between Broadway Avenue 
and the alley, be reconsidered to help with the current parking shortage and keep 
businesses viable in this area, since angle parking would create five additional parking 
stalls. 
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The Administration informally permitted angle parking on the 500 block of 9th Street 
East, despite a lack of official pavement markings and signage, in an attempt to 
evaluate the impact on traffic. A follow-up report was submitted to the Administration 
and Finance Committee on March 28, 2013, recommending that angle parking be 
removed due to concerns including: 
• Narrowed width of the roadway making navigation difficult 
• Parked vehicles that encroach further into the travel lane (i.e. long box trucks) 

resulting in queueing of westbound vehicles onto Broadway Avenue  
• Angled parking forces the centre line further south, offsetting at midblock 
 
City Council, at its meeting held on April 22, 2013 resolved: 

“that consideration of the matter be deferred until such time that the 
parking and pedestrian study on 9th Street and Broadway Avenue is 
received and allow for further consultation and consideration of options.” 

 
A follow-up report was submitted to the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation 
on June 2, 2015, highlighting that the Administration maintains the position that angle 
parking should not be permitted on the north side of 9th Street as it was identified as a 
safety concern by the public, and studies concluded that 9th Street technically is not 
configured for angle parking. 
 
The Standing Policy Committee on Transportation at its meeting held on June 2, 2015, 
resolved: 

“that the matter be referred back to the Administration for further review 
and report.” 

 
Report 
A meeting was held on October 21, 2015, to discuss the issue with the following 
stakeholders and organizations represented: Councillor Clark, Nutana Community 
Association, Broadway BID, Mr. Ken Achs, residents of the condominium building at the 
Luxe and City Administration. Prior to the meeting the residents of the Luxe provided 
seven options to mitigate the issue. The first six, listed below, could be considered 
alone or in combination with another: 
1. Restrict parking to parallel parking in the single parking stall west of the parkade 

entry. 
2. Restrict parking to small car only for two stalls immediately east of the parkade 

entry. 
3. Restrict parking to 5 to 10 minutes from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM for the three most 

easterly stalls to accommodate Credit Union and bakery customers, as well as 
quick deliveries to the Luxe. 

4. Restrict vehicle weights to half-ton or less to mitigate the issue of longer vehicle 
parking. 

5. Change the angle of parking to greater than 45 degrees to limit the amount a 
vehicle protrudes into traffic. 

6. Paint clear lines on street, post appropriate signage to guide drivers and facilitate 
local parking requirements. 
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Recognizing that establishing, monitoring and enforcing most of the above suggestions 
would be difficult, the residents of the Luxe provided a seventh option: 
7. Relocate angled parking to the south side of 9th Street in front of the 1002B 

Broadway Avenue (The Sandbox in the City - clothing store) and 1002 Broadway 
Avenue (Bliss Fine Food - restaurant), and re-establish parallel parking in front of 
the Luxe. 

 
Option seven was identified as the preferred option by all stakeholders and is supported 
by the Administration on a trial basis. A sketch of this option is provided in 
Attachment 2. 
 
Option seven provides the following benefits: 
• The parking lot with more traffic is separated from the angled parking, as the 

Luxe underground parking lot (25 stalls) is larger than the surface lot at 1002B 
and 1002 Broadway Avenue (12 stalls). 

• Under the current arrangement, vehicles turning from Broadway Avenue onto 9th 
Street westbound immediately face vehicles parked at an angle. Relocating the 
angled parking to the south side would mitigate this issue. Drivers approaching 
the angled parking from the west would see the angled parking from much further 
away and would have time to adjust their driving appropriately.  Similarly, any 
queueing of vehicles would not extend onto Broadway Avenue. 

• Additional parking stalls could be realized compared to parallel parking on both 
sides. 

 
As a result, the Administration will relocate the angled parking to the south side of 9th 
Street and re-establish parallel parking in front of the Luxe on a temporary basis for one 
year to evaluate the effectiveness. 
 
In order to be effective, signage and pavement markings will need to be modified in 
spring 2016. Upon implementation, the Administration will monitor the operation for a 
minimum of one year through observations and discussions with stakeholders. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
On October 21, 2015 a meeting was held with stakeholders in the area. Discussions will 
be held during the evaluation of the trial to gauge the impact of the revised parking 
arrangement.  
 
Communication Plan 
If approved, appropriate line markings and signage will be put in place in 2016 and the 
stakeholders will be notified via email. 
 
Financial Implications 
There is sufficient funding within Capital Project #1512 – Neighbourhood Traffic 
Management to undertake the signage and pavement marking work in 2016. 
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Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, policy, environmental, privacy, or CPTED considerations or 
implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
If adopted by City Council, the signage and pavement markings will be implemented 
during the 2016 construction season. Following the evaluation period, the 
Administration will report back with results and recommendations. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachments 
1. Mid-West Development (2000) Corp. Letter – Parking in the Broadway Area 
2. Luxe Condominiums Revised Parking Plan 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS JM – CC – Mid-West Dev (2000) Corp (Oct 30, 2008) – Parking Broadway Area 
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Neighbourhood Traffic Review – Revised Process 
 
Recommendation 
That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation recommend to City Council: 
1. That the Administration be directed to update the “Traffic Calming Guidelines and 

Tools” procedure as outlined in this report; and 
2. That the Administration be directed to proceed with current and 2016 

Neighbourhood Traffic Reviews as outlined in this report, until such time as the 
Traffic Calming Guidelines and Tools document has been updated and approved 
by Council. 

 
 
Topic and Purpose 
This report outlines proposed changes to the Traffic Calming Guidelines and Tools 
document. Recent concerns have been raised at City Council about the ability of the 
Neighbourhood Traffic Review process to lead directly to permanent road restrictions or 
significant roadway changes, and how community feedback is collected during the 
evaluation period. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. The existing Traffic Calming Guidelines and Tools document provides the 

principles and overall approach to the Neighbourhood Traffic Review (NTR) 
process. 

2. The proposed changes include that major roadway modifications are made on a 
temporary basis for at least one year, at which time the Administration will 
evaluate impacts to traffic and collect community feedback to determine the level 
of support for maintaining the changes. 

3. All recommended changes will still be brought to the Standing Policy Committee 
on Transportation and City Council for consideration and debate. City Council 
has the ability to request additional information on a particular recommendation 
prior to final approval. 

 
Strategic Goals 
This report supports the Strategic Goals of Quality of Life and Moving Around. 
Transportation professionals and residents, through the NTR process, are able to 
collaborate on neighbourhood-level changes strategically and provide improved safety 
of all road users (pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers) by reducing speeding and short-
cutting.  
 
Background 
Prior to August of 2013, the City’s approach to neighbourhood traffic calming was for 
the Administration to receive specific concerns from residents. Sites were evaluated and 
assessed against design criteria, which led to locations warranting treatment and others 
not warranting treatment. 
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In August of 2013, City Council approved a new approach to managing neighbourhood-
level traffic concerns by having City transportation engineers meet with interested 
neighbourhood residents. The first meeting includes a review of traffic information, a 
discussion on specific concerns and possible solutions. The Administration then puts 
together proposals and prepares a Traffic Plan based on further data collection and 
evaluation, which is further discussed with residents to attempt reaching consensus. 
 
The Standing Policy Committee on Transportation, at its meeting held on 
November 9, 2015, considered a report from the Administration and resolved: 

“That the Administration report back to the Committee with 
recommendations on a clear policy regarding the endorsement of a final 
Neighbourhood Traffic Review, including a process outlining alternatives 
where some elements of a Neighbourhood Traffic Review may not be 
acceptable to Council.” 

 
Report 
Traffic Calming Guidelines and Tools 2013 
This document outlines traffic calming principles, options and the process for 
determining recommendations. (Section 4.1, Step 1), Determine Support for Further 
Action, includes the following paragraphs: 

“It is important to ensure there is a reasonable level of support within the 
community for action to address the issue. This helps to avoid situations 
where residents might consider a solution more of a problem than the 
issue it was intended to address. It also will help to avoid spending time 
and resources to respond to an issue that is only considered to be a 
problem by a small number of people. The goal is find the best solution for 
the better good of the entire community. 
 
It is necessary to demonstrate that a sufficient number of people within the 
community who are affected by the reported issue and who would be 
affected by the solution consider that there is need to examine the issue 
further. A sufficient level of community support would typically include the 
households within the block of the street where problems are reported.  
Due to limited resources within the Transportation Branch, residents are 
responsible for gathering community support.” 

 
The document further describes possible methods of gathering support, including 
signature forms and surveys. The focus is on those residents living within the closest 
proximity to the area where changes are considered. 
 
Proposed Changes to Process 
For neighbourhoods where physical traffic movement restrictions are not proposed (i.e. 
where only signage, curb extensions, etc. are proposed), the Administration will monitor 
the overall effectiveness of the Traffic Plan through discussions with the neighbourhood 
Community Association, City Councillor and residents informal complaints. Site 
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observations will also be conducted to evaluate the design of traffic calming devices. 
This is the current process, and has been proven to be effective. 
 
In addition to this, on a go-forward basis, the Administration will also report back to the 
Standing Policy Committee on Transportation and City Council annually with a status 
update of the implementation of each of the neighbourhood plans to identify which 
devices will be constructed as permanent. 
 
If a traffic restriction that physically restricts a traffic movement is desired by the 
community and supported by the Administration, the process will be as follows: 
• Prior to the second meeting (or third, if applicable), a flyer to impacted residents 

will be distributed. The flyer will clearly outline what is being contemplated and 
will encourage people to attend the upcoming meeting or register their opinions 
on shapingsaskatoon.ca. 

• The results of the meetings and online surveys will be presented to City Council. 
• Should the restriction be recommended by the Administration considering all 

community input, the Administration will recommend that the restriction be 
implemented on a temporary basis for a period of up to two years. Public Notice 
will be given prior to City Council considering this matter, and the restriction will 
be the subject of a separate report rather than combined with the NTR. 

• Traffic data and resident feedback will be collected at the end of the evaluation 
period to determine the level of support for maintaining the traffic restriction 
permanently. Flyers will be sent again to affected residents, and feedback via 
shapingsaskatoon.ca will be compiled and presented to City Council as shown in 
Attachment 1. A final meeting may be held if the Administration determines it 
would benefit the feedback process. 

• At the conclusion of the evaluation, Administration will present a report to City 
Council with a final recommendation. If a restriction is recommended to be 
constructed permanently, Public Notice will be given. 
 

The initial report for each NTR will include information on the evaluation and 
engagement process based on the recommendations with the Traffic Plan. Upon 
completion of the follow-up evaluation process, all information will be brought forward to 
the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation and City Council for final decision on 
any permanent changes. 
 
The revised process is outlined in Attachment 2. 
 
Approval of NTR 
An NTR is undertaken to address overall traffic concerns in a community and not simply 
shift a specific concern to an adjacent street. Many recommendations within the NTR 
are integrated and dependent on one another. City Council, via the Standing Policy 
Committee on Transportation, will continue receiving reports similar to the current 
process with a recommendation for the NTR to be adopted as the framework for future 
traffic improvements in the area, with the exception that no recommendations will be 
made for permanent traffic restrictions.  
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Should City Council disagree with a specific recommendation in the Traffic Plan, or 
does not have enough information to make a fully informed decision, the Administration 
will provide further information either verbally at the meeting, or through a subsequent 
report on whether or not the measure can be removed from the Traffic Plan without 
impact to the remainder of the plan. If it is determined that there will be significant 
impact to the overall Traffic Plan with the elimination of a specific recommendation, 
additional community engagement will be held to identify alternate options. A follow up 
report will be provided with a revised NTR. 
 
If City Council approves the recommendations outlined in this report, the Administration 
will continue with the NTR process to include these changes, and will update the Traffic 
Calming Guidelines and Tools document to reflect these changes. 
 
Transportation & Utilities will continue to work with the Solicitors Office on particulars of 
the reporting and notification process as any permanent closures must be made in 
accordance with the Cities Act. 
 
Options to the Recommendation 
The City could maintain the status-quo process. Although the current process has 
proven to be successful overall, the Administration believes that the recommended 
changes outlined in this report will strengthen the existing process. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
The NTR process involves extensive public and stakeholder input through a series of 
community meetings. Communications is currently developing Principles of 
Engagement to guide public and stakeholder engagement. This process will be revisited 
to ensure they align with those principals once they are available. 
 
Communication Plan 
If approved, the process changes outlined in this report will be integrated into the overall 
process, which is explained to all residents attending the public meetings. 
 
Financial Implications 
The additional review and follow-up process will add cost to the NTR process, and this 
cost will vary depending on the extent of the process. At this time, the Administration 
estimates that an average cost increase of $2,000 per NTR, or $16,000 per year, would 
be required.  Administration will monitor costs in 2016 and will bring forward a budget 
adjustment if required for 2017. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no policy, environmental, privacy, or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
The Administration will submit a status update report in the third quarter of 2016, 
including the updated Traffic Calming Guidelines and Tools document. 
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Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachments 
1. Neighbourhood Traffic Review Process 
2. Proposed Turning Movement Restriction 
 
Report Approval 
Written by:  Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by: Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS AG – Neighbourhood Traffic Review – Revised Process 
 

42



43



44



45



ROUTING: Transportation & Utilities Dept. – SPC on Transportation – City Council DELEGATION: n/a 
December 7, 2015 – File No. CK 6320-1 & TS – 6280-2 
Page 1 of 2 
 

 
Inquiry – Councillor Z. Jeffries (September 28, 2015) Nelson 
Road Corridor – Four-Way-Stop 
 
Recommendation 
That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & Utilities Department dated 
December 7, 2015, be forwarded to City Council for information. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
This interim report provides a timeline on the traffic review of the Nelson Road 
intersections of Heal Avenue and Heath Avenue for consideration of a four-way-stop. 
 
Report Highlights 
A report summarizing the review of the intersection of Nelson Road with Heal Avenue 
and Heath Avenue will be provided in February, 2016.  
 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by providing improved safety 
for all road users (pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers), and helps provide a great place to 
live, work, and raise a family. 
 
Background 
The following inquiry was made by Councillor Z. Jeffries at the meeting of City Council 
held on September 28, 2015: 

“Could Administration please review the Nelson Road corridor from Lowe 
Road to McOrmond Drive for consideration of placement of a four-way 
stop either at the intersection of Heal Avenue or Heath Avenue.” 

 
Report 
The Administration is planning to complete the review of the intersections as follows: 
• December 2015: Collect the appropriate traffic data 
• January 2016: Complete the analysis and prepare a report to the Standing Policy 

Committee on Transportation 
• February 2016: Present report to the Standing Policy Committee on 

Transportation 
• February 2016: Present report to City Council 
 
To determine if four-way stops are the appropriate method of traffic control, the 
intersections must meet certain minimum criteria specified in the City Policy 
No. C07-007 – Use of Stop and Yield Signs. This policy will be used as the basis of the 
review. 
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Financial Implications 
There is sufficient funding within Capital Project #1512 – Neighbourhood Traffic 
Management to undertake this work. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, public and/or stakeholder involvement, communication, policy, 
environmental, privacy, or CPTED considerations or policy implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
A report will be provided in February 2016 summarizing the review of the intersection 
and providing recommendations for the appropriate traffic control. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS JM – Inq – Councillor Z. Jeffries (Sept 28, 2015) Nelson Rd Corridor –Four-Way-Stop 
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Inquiry – Councillor Z. Jeffries (September 28, 2015) 
Intersection Nelson Road and Lowe Road 
 
Recommendation 
That the report of the General Manager, Transportation & Utilities Department dated 
December 7, 2015, be forwarded to City Council for information. 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
This interim report provides an update on the timing of the review of the intersection of 
Nelson Road and Lowe Road. 
 
Report Highlights 
A report summarizing the review of the intersection of Nelson Road and Lowe Road will 
be provided in February, 2016. The traffic review is done in accordance with the Traffic 
Signal and Pedestrian Signal Head Warrant Handbook, Transportation Association of 
Canada, 2014. 
 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by improving the safety of all 
road users (pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers), and helps provide a great place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 
 
Background 
The following inquiry was made by Councillor Z. Jeffries at the meeting of City Council 
held on September 28, 2015: 

 
“Could Administration please review the intersection of Nelson Road and 
Lowe Road for consideration of upgrade from a four-way stop to a 
signalized intersection.” 

 
Report 
The Administration is planning to complete the review of the intersection of Nelson 
Road and Lowe Road as follows: 
• December 2015: Collect the appropriate traffic data 
• January 2016: Complete the analysis and prepare a report to Standing Policy 

Committee on Transportation 
• February 2016: Present report to the Standing Policy Committee on 

Transportation 
• February 2016: Present report to City Council 
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To determine if a four-way stop should be upgraded to traffic signals, a warrant 
calculation will be completed in accordance with The Traffic Signal and Pedestrian 
Signal Head Warrant Handbook, Transportation Association of Canada, 2014. 
This handbook is used by traffic engineers across Canada. The traffic signal warrant 
incorporates factors such as vehicular and pedestrian volumes, roadway characteristics, 
speed, traffic conflicts, pedestrian demographics and crossing exposure. 
 
It is very important to note that the traffic signal warrant calculation system, itself, does 
not provide sufficient information in order to make a final decision if a traffic signal is the 
appropriate control for a specific location. In addition to the traffic signal warrant, further 
engineering assessment must occur to confirm the appropriate method of traffic control 
(traffic signals, four-way stop, roundabout, etc.) for a specific location. 
 
Other factors that must be considered in ultimately determining if a traffic signal is 
appropriate or not include: 
• proximity to adjacent traffic signals and intersections; 
• magnitude of improvement in traffic operations; 
• pedestrian accommodation; 
• existing constraints such as topography and infrastructure; 
• availability of public right-of-way; 
• impact on neighbourhood short-cutting; and 
• consideration of parallel alternate routes. 

 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, public and/or stakeholder involvement, communication, policy, 
financial, environmental, privacy, or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
A report will be provided in February 2016 summarizing the review of the intersection 
and providing recommendations for the appropriate traffic control. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS JM – Inq C Jeffries (Sept 28-15) Intersection Nelson Rd and Lowe Rd 
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Advanced Traffic Management System – Award of Contract 
 
Recommendation 
That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation recommend to City Council: 
1. That the City enter into an agreement with Electromega Ltd. for the supply of an 

Advanced Traffic Management System at a total cost of $285,931.53 (including 
GST and PST); and, 

2. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the appropriate agreement and 
that His Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk be authorized to execute the 
agreement under the Corporate Seal. 

 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to obtain approval to enter into a contract with  
Electromega Ltd. for supply, integration, training and future technical support of traffic 
management software that will improve traffic flow by establishing centralized signal 
control, monitoring and reporting capabilities. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. Real-time remote traffic signal management is essential for traffic flow 

optimization.  
2. Electromega Ltd. submitted the highest value proposal to the City in response to 

a Request for Proposals (RFP). 
 
Strategic Goal 
The recommendations in this report support the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by 
optimizing the flow of people and goods in and around the city. 
 
Background 
The Transportation division requested proposals for a new Advanced Traffic 
Management System (ATMS) to enable more effective control and management of the 
traffic signal network. This traffic management software would reside on a server to 
provide a common architecture for integration with traffic signal controllers and other 
Intelligent Transportation Solutions. 
 
Transportation’s current ATMS (Streetwise), has become outdated and provides only 
limited use throughout the network. The modern ATMS will interface with traffic 
controllers on the street so that the status of signals and associated field equipment can 
be monitored remotely in real-time. The TransSuite system will further enhance traffic 
performance by allowing the signal timing changes to be downloaded from the traffic 
management centre at City Hall.  The Streetwise system has the capability to run in 
parallel with the new system until phased out within two to three years. 
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Report 
Real-time Traffic Signal Management 
The TransSuite system will provide a common platform for integrated control of all 
future ITS applications.  At this time, the City is acquiring a fully functional signal control 
module that will provide the ability to monitor real-time conditions at signalized 
intersections, and allow remote downloading and uploading of information to the 
controller units in the field for routine emergency or weather related events. The 
modular design will allow for additional software components to be added in the future 
as funding and field infrastructure becomes available. A few examples include: video 
control, incident management, data portal, and traveller information. 
 
One of the mandatory requirements specified in the RFP is that the TransSuite system 
must fully support the National Transportation Communications for ITS Protocol 
(NTCIP).  The system’s compliance with this centre-to-field communications standard 
will ensure that a variety of different field devices (such as traffic controllers) from 
different manufacturers can be successfully and seamlessly integrated into the system. 
This provides the necessary flexibility and options for future procurement of field 
equipment, and will help reduce the risk of any proprietory and equipment compatibility 
issues. 
 
An RFP was issued on May 15, 2015. Two addendums were subsequently issued and 
the submission deadline was extended to June 29, 2015. Five qualified proposals were 
received from the following companies: 
• Econolite Canada Inc. (Calgary, AB) 
• Electromega Ltd. (Burnaby, BC) 
• Parsons (Markham, ON) 
• Schneider Electric Canada (Calgary, AB) 
• Tacel Ltd. (Toronto, ON) 
 
The proposals were evaluated according to the following criteria as outlined in the RFP: 
• 20 points – Price 
• 25 points – Project Understanding & Methodology 
• 10 points – Vendor’s Experience 
• 20 points – Equipment/System Technology 
• 20 points – Customer and Technical Support 
• 5 points – Project Schedule, Milestones and Controls 
 
Preferred Proposal from Electromega Ltd. 
All proposals were thoroughly evaluated by the evaluation panel consisting of six City 
staff as per criteria set out in the RFP. The two proposals with the highest scores were 
invited to demonstrate their systems in-person, which provided opportunity to learn 
more about the system’s architecture, capabilities, and to allow proponents to provide 
clarifications. Following the presentations, the evaluation team unanimously agreed that 
the proposal from Electromega Ltd. best meets the City’s requirements as outlined in 
the RFP. 
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TransSuite System Features: 
• The architecture is fully NTCIP compliant which allows for easy integration of a 

variety of traffic control devices from different manufacturers; 
• A mature, and proven software that has been installed in over 30 locations 

across North America; 
• The traffic control module has extensive traffic monitoring capabilities and traffic 

control features such as direct upload/download of signal timing plans; 
• Scaleable and flexible with having additional software modules such as video 

management, data portal, traveller information, adaptive signal control, etc. can 
be easily added in the future as required; and 

• The GIS map user interface provides a graphical display and different layers of 
control. 

 
Contract Terms: 
• Supply and integration of the purchased ATMS software components which 

include Traffic Control Module and ATMS Map/Explorer; 
• Direct assistance with the installation and configuration of the ATMS at City Hall; 
• Five days of on-site training for City staff involved in administration and operation 

of the system; 
• A one year warranty period which includes standard software version upgrades; 

and, 
• Annual Maintenance Agreement beyond the first year for support and future 

upgrades of the software components will be at an additional cost of 
approximately $20,000 per year. 

 
Options to the Recommendation 
Options to the recommendation would be to not accept the proposal from Electromega 
Ltd. This option is not recommended as the existing ATMS is nearing the end of its life-
cycle and the Electromega Ltd. system will best accommodate the City’s needs. 
 
Financial Implications 
There is sufficient funding allocated for this project within approved Capital 
Project #2233 – Advanced Traffic Management System Enhancements and Capital 
Project #1505 – Traffic Signal Upgrades. The ability to program, monitor and 
troubleshoot intersections connected to the new system remotely will result in 
considerable savings in the signal maintenance operating budget.  These savings will 
be quantified in 2016 and used to offset the annual maintenance agreement costs and 
future budget requirements to support the traffic signal network. 
 
The net cost to the City for the proposal submitted by Electromega Ltd. is as follows: 
 Contract Amount $259,937.75 

 GST     12,996.89 
 PST     12,996.89 
 Total Cost $285,931.53 
 GST Rebate    (12,996.89) 
 Net Cost to the City $272,934.64 
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Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no public and/or stakeholder involvement, communication, policy, privacy, 
environmental, or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
A follow-up report is not required. Installation of the system components will begin in the 
spring of 2016 with the system to be fully functional in the summer of 2016. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by:  Goran Lazic, Traffic Operations Engineer, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Jay Magus, Engineering Section Manager, Transportation 

Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS GL - Advanced Traffic Management System – Award of Contract.docx 
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Award of Impound Towing Contract 
 
Recommendation 
That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation recommend to City Council: 
1. That a contract with Astro Towing (1988) Ltd., beginning January 2016, for the 

provision of 24 hours per day/7 days per week towing requirements for the City of 
Saskatoon Impound Lot and Saskatoon Police Service, be approved; and 

2. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the appropriate agreement and 
that His Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk be authorized to execute the 
agreement under the Corporate Seal. 

 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to obtain approval to award Astro Towing (1988) Ltd. 
(Astro Towing) a contract to provide vehicle impound towing services for Parking 
Services and the Saskatoon Police Service (SPS). 
 
Report Highlights 
1. Three proposals were received and reviewed based on the program requirements. 
2. Astro Towing was deemed the optimum proponent. 
 
Strategic Goal 
The recommendations in this report support the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by 
providing a high-quality towing service that will continue to increase safety in our city by 
removing abandoned or damaged vehicles from our streets and seizing vehicles in a 
time-sensitive manner for outstanding parking tickets. 
 
Background 
On October 6, 2015, a Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued on behalf of Parking 
Services and SPS for annual towing services to commence January 1, 2016, for a one-
year period, and to allow for yearly extensions to a maximum of three years. 
 
Report 
Proposals 
The RFP closed on October 21, 2015.  Three proposals were received from local 
companies. 
 
Each company was asked to provide pricing for the following: 

• per call for towing services; 
• per cancelled call; 
• secure storage area (indoor heated/outdoor secure); and 
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• per boost, tire inflation/change, winching, use of dollies, relocating 
vehicles within the impound lot, moving vehicles within city limits, and 
other services offered. 

 
The Evaluation Matrix (out of 100 points) was created based on the following criteria: 

• Completeness of Proposal and Technical Information; 
• Equipment and Services; 
• Occupational Health & Safety (OHS); 
• Employee and Company Vehicles; 
• Company Policies and Procedures; and 
• Pricing (City and Customer. 

 
Winning Proponent 
Taking into consideration the three proposals, and conducting a systematic evaluation, 
where pricing was 60% of the evaluation, Astro Towing was awarded the most points 
based on the overall criteria outlined in the RFP. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
The proposed contract will provide quality towing services to all residents of Saskatoon 
whose vehicles are impounded for any reason. 
 
Financial Implications 
In the proposal submitted by Astro Towing, the estimated annual cost of towing services 
is $350,000, including GST and PST.  This cost is recovered through the towing fees 
charged to registered vehicle owners retrieving their vehicles and the proceeds received 
from the auctioning and scrap of unclaimed vehicles. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no options, policy, environmental, privacy, or CPTED implications or 
considerations; a communication plan is not required at this time. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
Upon completion of the first year of this contract, the services delivered will be reviewed 
and the contract will be extended as appropriate. 
 
Public Notice 
Public notice, pursuant to Section 3 of Public Notice Policy No. C01-021, is not required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by: Lisa Resch, Impound Lot Supervisor, Community Standards 
Reviewed by: Elan Ballantyne, Parking Services Manager, Community Standards 

Andrew Hildebrandt, Director of Community Standards 
Approved by: Randy Grauer, General Manager, Community Services Department 
 
S/Reports/CS/2015/TRANS – Award of Impound Towing Contract/lc 
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Request for Change Order - Contract #15-0004 – 2015 Paver 
Lay 
 
Recommendation 
That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation recommend to City Council: 
 That a change order in the amount of $364,992.00 (including GST), for 

Contract #15-0004, 2015 Paver Lay, be approved 
 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to request approval to exceed 25% of the contract value 
and to request City Council approval for a change order to Contract #15-0004 – 2015 
Paver Lay.  
 
Report Highlights 
1. Actual asphalt and concrete requirements exceeded estimated quantities. 
2. The overages were related to more extensive crown restoration than had been 

experienced in previous contracts, and more extensive sidewalk replacement 
than originally estimated. 

3. Additional work was approved by the engineer, funding allocation was confirmed 
and work has been completed by the contractor.  

4. A change order to Contract #15-0004 with ASL Paving Ltd., in the amount of 
$364,992.00 (including GST) is required to pay for the additional crown 
correction and sidewalk/cub repair, which is funded from approved funding 
sources Capital Project #’s 1531, 0835 and 1532.  

 
Strategic Goal 
The recommendations in this report support the Strategic Goal of Asset and Financial 
Sustainability as work completed under this contract ensured that failing infrastructure 
was repaired in a cost effective manner and that it will serve the residents effectively for 
future years.  
 
Background 
In January 2015, engineering estimates were prepared for the paver lay and 
sidewalk/curb repair contract for ten locations in the city (total: 10 lane-km).  Estimates 
are typically prepared based on previous contracts which indicated about 10% of roads 
required crown correction to address drainage issues.   
 
The tender titled 2015 Paver Lay (Contract #15-0004) was sent out on March 02, and 
closed on March 17. Three bids were received. On March 31, Contract #15-0004 was 
awarded to the lowest bidder, ASL Paving Ltd., in the amount of $832,525. The 
engineer’s estimate of the total tender price was $1,274,439 (including GST). 
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Report 
Construction on Contract #15-0004 began on June 15, 2015.  40% of the roads 
completed under this program required crown correction, which exceeded expectations.  
This increased the quantity of asphalt required.  Further, approximately twice as much 
sidewalk and curb repair was completed than originally planned. 
 
The City of Saskatoon received a quality repair of both the asphalt road and 
sidewalk/curb in a quick timeframe.  According to Policy A02-027, Corporate Purchasing 
Procedure, City Council approval is required for contract increases above 25% of the 
original contract value. 
 
Options to the Recommendation 
A change order is necessary to compensate ASL Paving Ltd. for work performed under 
Contract #15-0004. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
Public and/or stakeholder involvement is not required. 
 
Communication Plan 
A public communications plan is not required. 
 
Financial Implications 
Cost details are as follows: 
 

 Original Contract $   687,881.68 
 Contingency 105,000.00 
 GST      39,644.08 
 Total Original Contract Cost $   832,525.76 
 Less GST Rebate     (39,644.08) 
 Net Cost to the City $   792,881.68 

 
 This Change Order $   347,611.35 
 GST      17,380.57 

 Total Change Order Cost $   364,991.92 
 Less GST Rebate      (17,380.57) 
 Net Cost to the City for this Change Order $   347,611.35 
 
 Original Contract Cost $   687,881.68 
 Contingency    105,000.00 

 This Change Order Cost    347,611.35 
 GST      57,024.65 
 Total Revised Contract Cost $1,197,517.68 
 Less GST Rebate     (57,024.65) 
 Total Revised Net Cost to the City  $1,140,493.03 
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There is sufficient funding available in each of the Capital Projects #1531, #0835 and 
#1532 to cover the costs of this change order. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no policy, environmental, privacy, or CPTED implications or considerations. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
No further follow up is required. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy #C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Report Approval 
Written by:  Elvis Jose, Project Engineer, Construction & Design 
Reviewed by: Amanda Munshaw, Senior Project Management Engineer, 
   Construction & Design 
Reviewed by: Celene Anger, Director of Construction & Design 
Approved by: Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS EJ - Request for Change Order - Contract 15-0004 - 2015 Paver Lay 
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Amendments to Bylaw No. 7200 and Policy C07-019 – 
Administrative Fee for Vehicle Permits 
 
Recommendation 
That the Standing Policy Committee on Transportation recommend to City Council: 
1. That Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw be amended to require the 

Administration to set a fixed administrative fee for vehicle permits to ensure 
services are fully cost recovered, and authorize the Administration to establish a 
fee structure for overweight vehicles; 

2. That revisions to Policy C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special Permits be adopted to be 
consistent with the amendment to Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw;  

3. That the City Solicitor be requested to prepare the appropriate amendment to 
Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw; and 

4. That the City Clerk be requested to update Policy C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special 
Permits as reflected in this report. 

 
 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to amend Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw and Policy 
C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special Permits to authorize the collection of an administrative 
fee for the issuance of vehicle permits, and authorize the Administration to establish a 
fee structure to recover the cost of damage resulting from vehicles with overweight 
permits. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. Amendments to Bylaw No. 7200 and Policy C07-019 will authorize the City to 

collect administrative fees directly from applicants for special vehicle permits 
(truck permits) to ensure the service is cost-recovered. 

2. Amendments to the Bylaw No. 7200 and Policy C07-019 will also authorize the 
Administration to develop a fee structure tied to how much the truck weight 
exceeds the limit to account for potential damages to City infrastructure resulting 
from overweight vehicles. 

 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Asset and Financial Sustainability by 
recovering costs for services to reduce reliance on public property tax to fund municipal 
programs and services, and to recover costs for damage to the City’s infrastructure. 
 
Background 
The Executive Committee, at its meeting held on August 19, 2015, considered a report 
from the City Manager’s office relating to options to reduce the mill rate. 
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The collection of administrative fees from truck permit applications was identified as an 
option to generate a new source of revenue. Attachment 1 outlines the revenue option 
presented to the Executive Committee. 
 
Report 
Administrative Fees 
Applicants currently receive a free service when issued a truck permit which is 
subsidized by the mill rate. Charging an administrative fee will ensure the service is fully 
cost recovered from those that benefit. 
 
Most municipalities in Western Canada charge an administrative fee for the issuance of 
truck permits ranging from $20 to $196 for an annual blanket permit and from $60 to 
$300 for a daily permit. Note that the high end of the daily permit range is specifically for 
overheight permits in a particular municipality. 
 
Based on the number of permits issued in Saskatoon in recent years, an administrative 
fee of $50 for blanket permits and $30 for daily permits will ensure that the service is 
cost-recovered, at a current cost of $60,600. 
 
Escalating Fee for Overweight Permits 
The Administration is also recommending amendments be made to Bylaw No. 7200 and 
Policy C07-019 to authorize the Administration to establish an escalating fee structure 
for overweight permits, in addition to the administration fee, tied directly to how much 
the truck weight exceeds the allowable limit to account for potential damages to City 
infrastructure by accommodating the increased weights. Most municipalities and 
provincial road authorities charge fees for permitting overweight vehicles. 
 
In Saskatoon, the average amount of vehicle weight exceeding the allowable limit was 
approximately 15,000 kg in 2015, based on overweight permits issued to date. Most 
municipalities use a formula or scale that will charge the applicant a higher fee reflecting 
how much a vehicle weight is over the legal limit is typical. Two examples (1 formula 
and 1 range) are included in Attachment 2. In 2016, the Administration will be reviewing 
best practices in Western Canada to determine the appropriate fee structure for 
Saskatoon. 
 
Any revenues collected for overweight permits could be directed to maintain and repair 
the transportation network. Based on an average number of daily permits issued and 
average weights from the past three years, revenue in the range of $1,850 to $5,600 
could be expected (using the fee structure shown in Attachment 2). This estimate does 
not include revenue from annual permits. 
 
The Administration is currently quantifying the impact of allowing overweight vehicles to 
travel on the City’s infrastructure. The work will continue in 2016 to establish the fee 
structure to go into effect January 1, 2017. 
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Options to the Recommendation 
An option to the recommendation is to not charge a fee and continue to offer free 
service to applicants. This is not recommended as these permits would continue to be 
subsidized by the mill rate. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
On November 10, 2015, representatives from the Saskatchewan Trucking Association, 
North Saskatoon Business Association, Saskatchewan Construction Association and 
Saskatoon Construction Association met to discuss the proposed changes. 
 
The stakeholders understood the rationale for the introduction of the administrative fees 
and were appreciative of the opportunity to ask questions and receive advance notice 
prior to implementation. There was also discussion about load-specific permitting. This 
group will continue to be engaged as the development of the escalating fee structure is 
developed. 
 
Communication Plan 
Tools such as PSAs, emails to customers, social media (website, Twitter, Facebook) 
will be used to notify the public and stakeholders of the fee. Internal City of Saskatoon 
stakeholders will also be notified. A ‘Fact Sheet’ will be shared internally and also be a 
resource for City staff that might be asked about the changes.  Stakeholder meetings, 
such as the one mentioned above with representatives from the trucking industry, will 
be held where necessary. 
 
Policy Implications 
Upon approval by City Council, amendments to Bylaw No. 7200, The Traffic Bylaw and 
Policy C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special Permits will be required. The required changes to 
Policy C07-019 are identified in Attachment 3. 
 
Financial Implications 
The cost of reviewing and issuing truck permits is $60,600 annually. Based on the 
number of fees issued in recent years, an administrative fee of $50 for blanket permits 
and $30 for daily permits will ensure the service is fully cost-recovered. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no environmental, privacy or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
If approved, truck permits will have an administration fee in effect as of January 1, 2016. 
It is estimated that an escalating fee structure will be developed and in effect for 
January 1, 2017. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
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Attachments 
1. 2016 Budget Issues & Options: Vehicle Permit Fees 
2. Example of Escalating Fee Structure For Overweight Vehicles 
3. Policy C07-019, Traffic Bylaw Special Permits – proposed amendments 
 
Report Approval 
Written by:  Chris Helt, Customer Support Coordinator, Transportation 
Reviewed by: Nick Bakker, Customer Service Manager, Transportation 
   Angela Gardiner, Director of Transportation 
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS CH – Amendments to Bylaw 7200 and Policy C07-019 – Admin Fee for Vehicle Permits.docx 
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Snow & Ice Program Levels of Service 
 

Recommendation 
That the information be received. 
 

 
Topic and Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to generate discussion by Committee to aid the 
Administration in preparing the Snow & Ice Program levels of service report to be 
presented at January SPC on Transportation. 
 
Report Highlights 
1. City Council has committed funding in 2016 for improved Snow & Ice service 

levels. 
2. Themes emerged from Council budget deliberations and are discussed further in 

this report. 
3. A comprehensive report will be brought forward with options and costs to SPC on 

Transportation in January. 
 
Strategic Goal 
This report supports the Strategic Goal of Moving Around by optimizing the flow of 
people and goods in and around the city. 
 
Background 
During budget deliberations on December 1, 2015, City Council received the 
proposed Snow & Ice Service Levels as information.  Subsequently, on 
December 2, 2015, City Council resolved in part: 
 

“1. That 0.55% be added to the mill rate for 2016 budget for 
increased snow program capacity; 

 
2. That the Administration prepare subsequent budgets 

allocating an additional 0.55% each year 2017 to 2020 
inclusive for increased snow program capacity with the 
potential to conduct a city-wide snow removal program;  

 
3. That the one-time capital costs to build adequate snow 

storage sites be brought back for consideration in the 2017 
budget deliberations and that alternate funding options be 
considered; 

 
4. That the Administration provide a report on future potential 

improvements that could be made with additional allocations 
to expand and improve the snow program capacity; 
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5. That the Administration report to the Standing Policy 

Committee on Transportation in January 2016 outlining snow 
improvement services for 2016.” 

 
During budget deliberations, Administration committed to initiate a discussion at SPC on 
Transportation regarding possible 2016 service level improvements.  This feedback will 
help guide the Administration when developing the Snow & Ice Program levels of 
service report to be considered by SPC on Transportation in January 2016. 
 
Report 
The Winter Road Maintenance – Level of Service document (Attachment 1) outlines the 
current service levels provided under these programs. Service levels could be 
increased, and examples are provided below. 
 
Increased Frequency of Sanding and Inspections of Priority 3 Streets  
The Administration will report options and estimated costs at the Committee meeting. 
 
Increased Snow Removal Frequency on High Priority Roadways 
Some roadways have storage areas (medians or boulevards) where snow can be 
stored without negatively impacting the public.  On other Priority streets, regular snow 
grading results in windrow creation throughout the winter that adversely affects parking.  
Possible service level improvements could be focused on more frequent removal of the 
windrows focused on streets with on-street parking. 
 
Lowered Trigger Threshold for School Zones 
Windrow removal is typically initiated once windrow height exceeds 75 cm.  This trigger 
could be lowered, which would result in more frequent removal and lower average 
windrow heights throughout the winter. 
 
Any funding allocated to the service level improvements above would need to be 
backfilled once an on-going program of city-wide residential street snow removal is 
initiated. 
 
The following service level improvements would not require backfill funding once the 
city-wide residential street removal program is initiated, as these improvements are 
related to adding streets to the overall snow removal list. 
 
Increased Lengths of Streets Where Snow is Removed from School Zones  
Removing additional areas or block faces in the vicinity of schools would increase 
service in these areas.  When city-wide removal is initiated, snow in these areas would 
already have been removed and as such no funding backfill would be required. 
 
Expand the List of Residential Streets that Receive Snow Removal 
Some residential streets receive a higher frequency of grading and removal due to the 
streets being prone to rutting, combined with lack of storage space.  The Administration 
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could develop criteria to rank the local street system, based on a number of factors that 
could include parking demand; street width; storage availability; and tendency to rut.  
This may yield a sequencing strategy that could be phased in as funding increases. 
 
Public and/or Stakeholder Involvement 
A comprehensive public engagement strategy could be developed to gather input on 
desired service level increases.  This could be done prior to the 2017 budget year. 
 
Communication Plan 
If changes are made to the Snow & Ice Program levels of service, a communication 
plan will be developed to communicate those changes. 
 
Environmental Implications 
Environmental implications will be detailed in future reports.  In general, increased Snow 
& Ice effort will result in increased greenhouse gas emissions which could be partly 
offset by savings due to reduced road damage, and increased efficiency of the 
transportation system during winter conditions. 
 
Other Considerations/Implications 
There are no privacy or CPTED considerations or implications. 
 
Due Date for Follow-up and/or Project Completion 
The Administration will provide a report to SPC on Transportation in January 2016. 
 
Public Notice 
Public Notice pursuant to Section 3 of Policy No. C01-021, Public Notice Policy, is not 
required. 
 
Attachment 
1. Winter Road Maintenance – Level of Service 
 
Report Approval 
Written and    
Approved by:  Jeff Jorgenson, General Manager, Transportation & Utilities 

Department 
 
TRANS JJ – Snow & Ice Program Levels of Service 
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BETTER WINTER ROADS 
This Public Works Winter Road Maintenance Level of Service document 
provides information about the activities provided by Public Works throughout 
the City of Saskatoon’s road network each winter.  

Scope 
This document describes the activities Public Works conducts to support the 
winter road maintenance level of service. This document is a first version, 
intended to be a living document and updated annually to document the 
changing services required in a 21st Century City. Future versions will separate 
customer and technical levels of service. With a formal level of service defined 
for the winter maintenance programs beginning this year, some operations are 
under review to align the maintenance programs with the levels of service. 
Note: Affected programs are noted with end notes at the end of the document. 
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SUMMARY 
Saskatoon's severe winters means the City requires a wide variety of snow programs, 
including regular maintenance and special programs to meet the service levels for the 
road network. City crews work seven days a week to provide better winter conditions for 
drivers and pedestrians. 

High traffic streets are graded after a snow event, with snow pushed to the side of the 
road, onto boulevards, or down the middle of streets. Snow is removed from the streets 
with no room to store more snow and where accumulation causes visibility issues for 
drivers. During and after a heavy snowfall, salting, sanding and grading occur according 
to the City's Priority Street System, with the highest traffic streets being treated first. The 
following tables define the activities performance measures for each of the programs 
described in this document.  

Snow Grading 
Task Measure 

Priority 1 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 12 hours once a snow event 
ends.  Snow storage is minimized along high-speed protective 
barriers. 

Priority 2 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 36 hours once a snow event 
ends. 

Priority 3 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 72 hours once a snow event 
ends. 

Accessibility 
Parking and Transit 
Stops 

Snow is not stored within the posted Accessibility Parking and 
Saskatoon Transit stops. 

Business 
Improvement 
District (BID) 
Grading 

Graded according to priority street system, with additional 
activities to maintain sidewalk access and parking adjacent to 
businesses within defined maintenance areas (as shown in 
appendix C). 

School Zones 
The pre-determined loading zone is graded and does not have 
windrows. Winter maintenance equipment operations occur only 
in designated hours (See Designated School Zone Hours in 
Appendix F: Definitions). 

Local Roads Grading occurs along section of road where it is deemed to be 
impassible (see Impassible in Appendix F: Definitions). 

North Industrial 
The North Industrial Area (Agriplace, Marquis Industrial, 
Hudson Bay Industrial, and Airport Business Area) is graded 
according to the priority street system.  

4   WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE – LEVEL OF SERVICE 
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Snow Grading 

City-wide 
Neighbourhood 
Grading 

Local roads with severe rutting, or potential for developing 
severe ruts (if overall average snow pack depth at 15 cm), are 
graded just prior to snowmelt if grading will not significantly 
reduce mobility by blocking lanes. 

Back Lanes  Backlanes can be accessed by City and emergency vehicles. 

Grading 
Communications 

City Council, Leadership Team, local media and residents are 
informed of grading activities, parking restrictions and progress 
in a timely manner. 

 

Snow Removal 
Task Measure 

Priority Street Snow 
Removal 

Stored snow is removed when capacity is reached to make 
space for future snow falls and in locations where stored 
snow presents an unusual hazard. 

Business Improvement 
District (BID) Snow 
Removal 

Stored snow does not interfere with street parking adjacent 
to businesses within the defined maintenance area. 2 

School Zone Snow 
Removal 

When City officials measure the height of the windrows at 
greater than 75 centimeters it will initiate a snow removal or 
windrow height reduction. 

Back Lane Snow 
Removal 

City or its contractor trucks can access back lanes for 
garbage and recycling cart collection. Snow may only be 
removed when grading is ineffective. 

Snow Removal 
Communications 

City Council, Leadership Team, BIDs, Community 
Associations and Schools have clear information about the 
process for snow removal in their area, including special 
restrictions. 

 

Snow Storage Site Management 
Task Measure 

Snow Storage Capacity 
Private and City haulers may unload snow at a City snow 
storage site while the ground is adequately frozen to 
accommodate vehicles.   

Noise Attenuation 
Snow site users are complying with the No Tailgate 
Slamming requirement.  Less than five verified complaints of 
noise from nearby residents. 

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE – LEVEL OF SERVICE 5 
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Snow Storage Site Management 
Task Measure 

Reasonable Access  

Site is used at own risk.  Signs posted at visible locations 
throughout the site indicating where snow shall be unloaded, 
and a clear pathway for travel in and out of the site in 
compliance with Saskatchewan Highways regulations. Sites 
may be closed due to change in site conditions.  

 

Sidewalk and Pathway Grading 
Task Measure 
Sidewalk Grading Meeting Bylaw No. 8463 – The Sidewalk Clearing Bylaw, 2005 2 
Sidewalk Sanding  Less than five (5) substantiated complaints after Bylaw No. 

8463 timelines 
Public Park 
Pathway Grading  

Public Works completes assigned locations, based on efficient 
routing, and meets the levels of service defined for the Parks 
Division. 2  

Neighbourhood 
Pathway (catwalk) 
Grading 

Graded as required by Council policy C07-021 to provide 
reasonable access.  

 

Roadway Ice Management 
Task Measure 
Priority 1 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection of icy conditions occurs every 2 hours on all 
bridge decks and Priority 1 streets during adverse weather 
conditions. 

Priority 2 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 4 hours on all Priority 2 streets 
during adverse weather conditions. 

Priority 3 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 8 hours on all Priority 3 streets 
during adverse weather conditions. 

Local and Rural Roads 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection does not occur during a weather event. 

Priority 1 Street normal 
winter Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 4 hours on all Priority 1 streets. 

6   WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE – LEVEL OF SERVICE 
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Roadway Ice Management 
Task Measure 
Priority 2 Street 
Normal Winter 
Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 8 hours on all Priority 2 streets. 

Priority 3 Street 
Normal Winter 
Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 12 hours on all Priority 3 streets. 

Local and Rural Roads 
Regular Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Complaints are assessed on an individual basis. Ice 
management may occur following a maintenance activity 
(such as a water main break).  

Traction Improvement 

Product application occurs as inspection warrants. 
Complaints monitored by Customer Service Centre. On-
ramps, bridges and overpasses are sanded prior to peak 
traffic times during high-wind and extreme cold 
temperatures, as required. Pavement in the driving lanes of 
priority streets is improved after each application.  

Product Selection 
Specification & impact assessments: Corrosiveness and 
salinity, gradation and eutectic concentration are done prior 
to purchase of material.  

 

Fiscal Responsibility 
Task Measure 

Managing Budget 
Setting a budget based on best practice and costs of an 
average winter. Public and crew safety is never sacrificed for 
the sake of the budget. 

Financial Efficiencies Programs are reviewed on a regular basis to find efficiencies 
in the delivery of the approved level of service. 
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SNOW GRADING  
The City of Saskatoon conducts snow grading activities to maintain mobility of residents 
and access to services. Services can include emergency services, transit services, and 
education. Grading occurs according to the Priority Street System, which is based on 
impact on mobility and access to services. The grading program is designed so that the 
routing of equipment is done in the most optimal (greatest length of high-traffic streets 
graded in the shortest time frame) and efficient (cost effective for total kilometres 
traveled) manner.   

Priority Street Grading  
All streets in Saskatoon are categorized; the priority streets are considered those in 
categories priority one to three (see Appendix A for the determination for street priority). 
During a change in weather that affects driving conditions, such as a snow fall, extreme 
cold and blowing snow, Public Works will manage mobility on the priority streets.  

Grading moves the snow from the driving lanes and rows it along the curb, boulevards 
or medians in windrows. This work includes high speed plows on Circle Drive and 
graders on critical lower speed streets, in coordination with Ice Management tasks. 

Snow Event 
Once the snowfall ends, Public Works crews continue to clean up the priority streets.  At 
approximately five centimetres of accumulated snow, or a combination of snow and 
other factors, significantly affect driving conditions, a Snow Event may be called1 to 
clear high-traffic streets quickly (See Appendix B: Snow Event).  

In a snow event situation, priority one streets will be plowed and graded within 12 hours 
beginning when the snow fall ends, 36 hours for priority two streets, and 72 hours for 
priority three streets. In order to accomplish these critical timelines, snow grading 
contractors may be initiated to simultaneously grade priority streets in four maintenance 
areas outside of the Circle Drive boundary.    

Accessibility Parking and Saskatoon Transit Bus Stops 
Grader operators watch for posted Saskatoon Transit bus stops and parking spaces 
reserved for Accessibility Parking and undertake to prevent windrows from forming. 

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) 
Snow is graded on priority streets in BIDs with the entire priority system. Snow may be 
pushed and stored on medians to minimize impact to business access and parking.  
Following Priority Street grading, snow is graded and removed within defined 
maintenance areas to accommodate business access and parking within the BID (see 
Appendix C: Business Improvement District Maintenance Area). 
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School Zones 
For reduced risk of hazards for students and to reduce the impact of congestion within 
school zones during normal school operations, grading activities will not occur within the 
area at times posted (8 a.m. – 5 p.m.). Outside of these hours, the road and parking 
lane is graded within a defined loading and unloading area for each school, called No 
Windrow Zones. These areas will have minimal windrows left for reduced congestion of 
vehicles stopping or passing by, and ease of access to the sidewalk.  School Zone No 
Windrow Area maps are available on request. Note: There are limited exceptions to 
hour restrictions in school zones for snow events and non-school days.  

North Industrial Areas 
Priority 1, 2 and 3 streets in the North Industrial Areas (North Industrial, Agriplace, 
Marquis Industrial, Hudson Bay Industrial and Airport Business Area) are graded as part 
of Priority Street Grading following a snow event (see Appendix B: Snow Event). 

Local Roads 
Local roads are graded on an as needed basis, such as severe blown-in snow, to 
accommodate a bus route detour, or to remove hazards caused by a maintenance 
activity (such as water main repair). 

Back Lanes 
An individual back lane may be graded to provide access for City and emergency 
vehicles. 

City-Wide Neighbourhood Grading 
Prioritized grading on local roads will be initiated after the average overall snowpack is a 
minimum of 15 centimetres (6 inches) and when it is deemed that roads will become 
impassible (see Appendix F: Terms of Reference for definitions).  When a snow pack 
softens, deep slushy ruts can form; which when frozen, quickly deteriorate driving 
conditions. The intent is to perform this program later in the season to reduce the time 
that windrows adversely affect parking.  If the snow pack turns to ice at any point during 
the winter, the City will only grade areas where problematic rutting has occurred.   

Icepack tends to melt slowly and evenly in the spring and will not be graded unless 
there are significant hazards.  Yellow No Parking signs are posted to notify drivers in 
advance of grading; and ticketing/towing may be required. The schedule is available on 
the website at saskatoon.ca/snow. 

Snow Route Parking Ban 
Following an extreme snow event, where vehicles must be removed from priority streets 
for effective grading a temporary parking ban may be declared starting with the “Green 
Circle” Snow Route (see Snow Route flyer and map in Appendix B: Snow Event).  
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A Snow Route Parking Ban declaration will only be made at 7:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m., 
eight (8) hours in advance for each Snow Route.  For example, a declaration may be 
made at 7:00 a.m. to take effect at 6:00 p.m., or at 3:00 p.m. to take effect at 11:00 p.m. 
These parking bans are each in effect for 24 hours. This will enable the media and City 
to adequately distribute the information, and will also give citizens appropriate time to 
move their vehicles. 

As the end of the Green Circle Snow Route Parking Ban approaches, the Blue Square 
Snow Route Parking Ban is declared. 

Streets on a snow route are marked with permanent No Parking Snow Route signs, with 
a metal plate indicating if it’s the “Green Circle” or “Blue Square” snow route.  When a 
temporary parking ban is in effect, violators may receive a $100 parking ticket and be 
relocated.   

Grading Communications 
Affected drivers and residents will be notified of the objectives and activities of the City’s 
grading program, using various advertising channels and through news media.  
Throughout the season, drivers and residents can stay informed through a combination 
of timely Public Service Announcements, Service Alerts, and direct email (internal 
stakeholders and subscribers).  If a Snow Route Parking Ban is declared, local news 
channels and the City’s website will provide timely information. 

Program Measures 
 
Snow Grading 
Task Measure 

Priority 1 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 12 hours once a snow event 
ends.  Snow storage is minimized along high-speed protective 
barriers. 

Priority 2 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 36 hours once a snow event 
ends. 

Priority 3 Street 
Grading 

Driving lanes are graded within 72 hours once a snow event 
ends. 

Accessibility 
Parking and Transit 
Stops 

Snow is not stored within the posted Accessibility Parking and 
Saskatoon Transit stops. 

Business 
Improvement 
District (BID) 
Grading 

Graded according to priority street system, with additional 
activities to maintain sidewalk access and parking adjacent to 
businesses within defined maintenance areas (as shown in 
appendix C). 
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Snow Grading 

School Zones 
The pre-determined loading zone is graded and does not have 
windrows. Winter maintenance equipment operations occur only 
in designated hours (See Designated School Zone Hours in 
Appendix F: Definitions). 

Local Roads Grading occurs along section of road where it is deemed to be 
impassible (see Impassible in Appendix F: Definitions). 

North Industrial 
The North Industrial Area (Agriplace, Marquis Industrial, 
Hudson Bay Industrial, and Airport Business Area) is graded 
according to the priority street system.  

City-wide 
Neighbourhood 
Grading 

Local roads with severe rutting, or potential for developing 
severe ruts (if overall average snow pack depth at 15 cm), are 
graded just prior to snowmelt if grading will not significantly 
reduce mobility by blocking lanes. 

Back Lanes  Back lanes can be accessed by City and emergency vehicles. 

Grading 
Communications 

City Council, Leadership Team, local media and residents are 
informed of grading activities, parking restrictions and progress 
in a timely manner. 
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SNOW REMOVAL 
The City of Saskatoon conducts snow removal activities to maintain mobility and right-
of-way snow storage capacity along the Priority Street System. Snow that is removed is 
then transported to a dedicated snow storage site.  

Priority Street Snow Removal 
Snow windrows shall be removed from priority streets only when one or more of the 
following conditions are met: 

• When the grading program is unable to store any more snow on the side of the 
road. 

• Windrow width occupies the lane such that it cannot be graded or is hazardous 
for travel. 

• When the average windrow height in a certain area interferes with reasonable 
driver lines of sight for passenger class vehicles. 

Snow is removed from along Circle Drive and other high-speed barriers to prevent 
ramping. 

Business Improvement Districts (BID) 
Snow stored in windrows that interfere with street parking adjacent to businesses will be 
removed within the designated maintenance area (see Appendix C: Business 
Improvement District Maintenance Area), beginning once Priority Street Grading is 
completed and priority street snow is removed where necessary (see Snow Event 
Timeline in Appendix B: Snow Event).   

School Zones 
For increased visibility of students during drop-off and pick-up, snow is removed 
periodically from designated school zone removal areas. Graded snow will be stored in 
windrows within the posted School Zone. When City officials measure the height of the 
windrows at greater than 75 centimeters it will initiate a snow removal or windrow height 
reduction. This is based on maintaining a line of sight with kindergarten aged students.   

Back Lanes 
If grading is required and it is not effective, snow will be removed from a back lane to 
create a path for City and emergency vehicles.  
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Program Measures 
 
Snow Removal 
Task Measure 

Priority Street Snow 
Removal 

Stored snow is removed when capacity is reached to make 
space for future snow falls and in locations where stored 
snow presents an unusual hazard. 

Business Improvement 
District (BID) Snow 
Removal 

Stored snow does not interfere with street parking adjacent 
to businesses within the defined maintenance area. 2 

School Zone Snow 
Removal 

When City officials measure the height of the windrows at 
greater than 75 centimeters it will initiate a snow removal or 
windrow height reduction. 

Back Lane Snow 
Removal 

City or its contractor trucks can access back lanes for 
garbage and recycling cart collection. Snow may only be 
removed when grading is ineffective. 

Snow Removal 
Communications 

City Council, Leadership Team, BIDs, Community 
Associations and Schools have clear information about the 
process for snow removal in their area, including special 
restrictions. 
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SNOW STORAGE SITE MANAGEMENT 
The City of Saskatoon maintains temporary snow storage sites available for City use.  It 
is also open for use by private haulers.  Site users may access the sites at their own risk 
24 hours per day, with the exception of the 8th Street Southeast site, which operates 
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Snow Storage Capacity 
The City manages sites for City and private haulers to unload snow removed from 
streets and private property. Continuous monitoring with snow pushed as required into a 
ramped wedge shape with a height not exceeding ten metres. 

Noise Attenuation 
 “Tail gate slamming” is not permitted at the 8th Street Southeast and Valley Road 
Southwest sites.  When possible, a snow berm is constructed to reduce the noise 
impact for nearby residential neighbourhoods.   

Reasonable Access 
For the 2015-2016 winter, one snow storage site is located in each of the four quadrants 
of the City to allow for easy access and reduced travel time during winter snow removal 
operations. Once the ground is frozen, three of the four snow storage sites are open 24 
hours a day; while the hours of operation for the 8th Street Southeast site are 7:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. to eliminate disturbance during the night of nearby residents. Snow 
storage sites are closed if site conditions deteriorate due to melting or if storage 
capacity is reached.   

The City may also close access to private haulers if capacity requirements are needed 
for city snow removal operations.   
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Program Measures 
 
Snow Storage Site Management 
Task Measure 

Snow Storage Capacity 
Private and City haulers may unload snow at a City snow 
storage site while the ground is adequately frozen to 
accommodate vehicles.   

Noise Attenuation 
Snow site users are complying with the No Tailgate 
Slamming requirement.  Less than five verified complaints of 
noise from nearby residents. 

Reasonable Access  

Site is used at own risk.  Signs posted at visible locations 
throughout the site indicating where snow shall be unloaded, 
and a clear pathway for travel in and out of the site in 
compliance with Saskatchewan Highways regulations. Sites 
may be closed due to change in site conditions.  
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SIDEWALK AND PATHWAY GRADING 
The City of Saskatoon conducts winter sidewalk maintenance activities to manage 
winter weather hazards.  Public park pathway and neighbourhood pathway (catwalk) 
grading activities are a shared responsibility between the Public Works and Parks 
Divisions.  The order these locations are graded may vary depending on the schedule 
and route of each work group. Public Works meets these program objectives through 
the following tasks: 

Sidewalk Grading 
All sidewalks where the adjoining property is owned by the City will be cleared 
according to Bylaw No. 8463 – The Sidewalk Clearing Bylaw, 20052. The sidewalk 
adjacent to City-owned parks is maintained by City of Saskatoon Parks and Public 
Works. 

Sidewalk grading includes pedestrian overpasses, bridge walkways, the area between 
the sidewalk and the parking lane where parking metres are/were located (amenity 
strip) and streetscaping.  Amenity strips and streetscaping along 2nd Avenue, 21st 
Street, Transit bus mall and City Hall are cleared with contractor assistance.  

Neighbourhood Pathway (catwalk) Grading 
Following all snow event sidewalk grading, reports of hazards will be investigated and 
cleared where necessary.  

Sidewalk Sanding 
Sanding occurs on sidewalks where Public Works conducts grading activities as 
required.  
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Program Measures 

Sidewalk and Pathway Grading 
Task Measure 
Sidewalk Grading Meeting Bylaw No. 8463 – The Sidewalk Clearing Bylaw, 2005 2 
Sidewalk Sanding  Less than five (5) substantiated complaints after Bylaw No. 

8463 timelines 
Public Park 
Pathway Grading  

Public Works completes assigned locations, based on efficient 
routing, and meets the levels of service defined for the Parks 
Division. 2  

Neighbourhood 
Pathway (catwalk) 
Grading 

Graded as required by Council policy C07-021 to provide 
reasonable access.  
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ROADWAY ICE MANAGEMENT 
Public Works uses a variety of techniques and products throughout winter to manage 
ice on the road network.  

Ice Inspection 
Public Works staff inspects and rates the condition of roads regularly throughout winter. 
The frequency of inspection may vary depending on the weather conditions; however, 
the priority street system is monitored regularly as part of the traction improvement 
tasks. 

Traction Improvement 
In slippery conditions, sanding trucks spread a sand and salt and/or liquid brine mixture 
in the driving lane and key intersections where required, to improve traction. In 
temperatures below -14oC, a liquid Magnesium-Chloride de-icing chemical is added to 
help the material stick to priority streets. It softens the ice and holds the sand, once 
activated by the moisture in the air and aided by the friction from traffic. 

Ice Removal 
In extreme cold temperatures, the sand/salt tends to blow away before it can stick to the 
ice. Four sanding trucks are modified to spray the liquid Magnesium-Chloride de-icing 
chemical to the sand/salt mixture as it is applied to Circle Drive and high-volume 
intersections, which is currently only being applied to these streets as a pilot test. This 
pre-wetting technique keeps the mixture moist allowing it to activate immediately as it 
settles on ice. This equipment will be used primarily in extreme cold weather. In some 
circumstances, a plow or a grader may be used to scrape the ice off the road.  

Program Measures 

Roadway Ice Management 
Task Measure 
Priority 1 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection of icy conditions occurs every 2 hours on all 
bridge decks and Priority 1 streets during adverse weather 
conditions. 

Priority 2 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 4 hours on all Priority 2 streets 
during adverse weather conditions. 

Priority 3 Street 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 8 hours on all Priority 3 streets 
during adverse weather conditions. 

Local and Rural Roads Inspection does not occur during a weather event. 
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Roadway Ice Management 
Task Measure 
Weather Event Ice 
Inspection 
Priority 1 Street normal 
winter Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 4 hours on all Priority 1 streets. 

Priority 2 Street 
Normal Winter 
Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 8 hours on all Priority 2 streets. 

Priority 3 Street 
Normal Winter 
Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Inspection occurs every 12 hours on all Priority 3 streets. 

Local and Rural Roads 
Regular Conditions Ice 
Inspection 

Complaints are assessed on an individual basis. Ice 
management may occur following a maintenance activity 
(such as a water main break).  

Traction Improvement 

Product application occurs as inspection warrants. 
Complaints monitored by Customer Service Centre. On-
ramps, bridges and overpasses are sanded prior to peak 
traffic times during high-wind and extreme cold 
temperatures, as required. Pavement in the driving lanes of 
priority streets is improved after each application.  

Product Selection 
Specification & impact assessments: Corrosiveness and 
salinity, gradation and eutectic concentration are done prior 
to purchase of material.  
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FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 
The Snow & Ice budget is based on an average Saskatoon winter, which is based on 
four minor, two moderate and one major snow event. The January to December budget 
cycle addresses the second half of one winter and the first half of the next winter.  

An adverse winter will impact two budget cycles, one extreme snow event can consume 
up to 20 per cent of the annual budget.  Actual costs are highly variable and weather 
dependant. Even without snow events, there are fixed expenses for each year that 
Public Work strives to use as efficiently as possible.  

Public Works manages winter maintenance programs to align with the budget; however, 
public safety and the safety of our staff is paramount.  

Program Measures 

Fiscal Responsibility 
Task Measure 

Managing Budget 
Setting a budget based on best practice and costs of an 
average winter. Public and crew safety is never sacrificed for 
the sake of the budget. 

Financial Efficiencies Programs are reviewed on a regular basis to find efficiencies 
in the delivery of the approved level of service. 

 

END NOTES 

End Notes 
Note Description 

1 
An internal decision model is used to consider criteria such as 
snow accumulation, wind, temperature, 
drifting snow, and traffic flow when calling a snow event. 

2 

Sidewalk and pathway grading is currently under review. The 
current timeframe for all applicable 
sidewalks and pathways is 108 hours. 
Neighbourhood pathway grading is currently under review. 
Regular maintenance of neighbourhood 
pathways is not currently funded. 
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APPENDIX A: PRIORITY STREET SYSTEM 
The Priority Street System is a method of classifying roadways based on these 
attributes: 

• Road Class, as provided by the Transportation Division when the roads are 
constructed; 

• Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT), as provided by the Transportation Division 
for the entire road network annually; 

• Bus Routes, as provided by Saskatoon Transit annually; and 
• Access to the following facilities: 

o Police Headquarters, 
o Fire Halls, 
o Hospitals,  
o Ambulance Depots, 
o Emergency Measures Organization HQ/Staging Area, 
o City Downtown Yards, 
o City Hall, and 
o Schools. 

Priority One Streets 
• Road Classes and AADT: All Expressways (Driving Lanes); All Freeways 

(Driving Lanes); Arterials (AADT >15,000); Collectors (AADT > 15,000); 
• Some additional Arterials and Collectors with AADT ≤ 15,000 for route continuity; 
• Access to the following facilities: 

o Police Headquarters; 
o Fire Halls; 
o Hospitals; 
o Ambulance Depots. 

• Examples include Circle Drive, College Drive, 8th Street, and 22nd Street. 

Priority Two Streets 
• Road Classes and AADT: All Expressways (Shoulders); All Freeways 

(Shoulders); Arterials (15,000 ≥ AADT >7,500); Collectors (15,000 ≥ AADT 
>7,500); 

• Some additional Arterials and Collectors with AADT ≤ 7,500 for route continuity; 
• Bus Routes: Bus Rapid Transit Routes 
• Access to the following facilities: 

o Emergency Measures Organization HQ/Staging Area. 
o Saskatoon Airport (to City responsibility limits, allows access for 

emergency services) 
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• Examples include Lenore Drive, 11th Street West, and Main Street. 

Priority Three Streets 
• Road Classes and AADT: All remaining Arterials (AADT ≤ 7,500); All remaining 

Collectors (AADT ≤ 7,500); 
• Some Local roads for route continuity; 
• Bus Routes: Local and DART Bus Routes; 
• Access to the following facilities: 

o City Downtown Yards; 
o City Hall; and 
o Schools. 

• Examples include: 16th Street, Spadina Crescent and Cumberland (South of 
Taylor). 

Local and Rural Roads 
• All remaining Local Roads and Rural Roads. 
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APPENDIX B: SNOW EVENT 
During the winter months, staff are ready 24/7 to salt, sand, and treat with other 
chemicals high-traffic streets, overpasses and bridges.   Following a major snow fall, 
priority streets will be graded, including removal on bridges and overpasses, and 
Business Improvement Districts. When accumulated snow of approximately 5 
centimetres, or a combination of snow and other storm conditions significantly affect 
road conditions, a snow event may be called. An internal decision model considers the 
multiple conditions before a Snow Event s called. 

Once a snow event is called, Priority 1 roads are graded within 12 hours, Priority 2 
roads within 36 hours, and Priority 3 roads within 72 hours.  

If there are not enough City resources to complete the snow event timing, contractor 
snow grading may be initiated.   
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SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN

SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN

2clr

rev

From snow grading to sanding, 
the City of Saskatoon is ready.

2. Plowing and grading
During a winter 
storm, snow plows 
and graders 
remain on the 
high-traffic/ 
high-volume 
streets like 
Circle Drive and 
other Priority 1 
Streets.

3. Snow Event 
Grading
When an 
extreme storm 
affects driving 
conditions, a 
Snow Event 
is called & all 
priority streets 
are graded 
within 72 hours.

4. Sidewalks 
Primary sidewalks, including those 
adjacent to City-owned 
facilities and in 
high-pedestrian 
areas are cleared 
within 24-48 
hours. Residents 
are required to 
clear their sidewalks 
within 48 hours of the 
snow ending.

5. Snow Removal 
Snow along bridge and overpass 
barriers is removed after 
each snow event. 
Snow on medians 
and boulevards 
is monitored and 
removed to make 
room for the next 
snow fall.

1. Ice Management 
and Monitoring
Sand/saltmixture 
is used for de-icing 
and traction on high 
traffic roads and 
intersections. City 
staff monitor driving 
conditions regularly.

When it...
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Snow Grading
Following a snow event, roads are graded 
in order of an established priority system. 
During a snow event, equipment remains 
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƐƉĞĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝŐŚ�ƚƌĂĸĐ�ǀŽůƵŵĞ�
ƌŽĂĚƐ� ƐƵĐŚ� ĂƐ� �ŝƌĐůĞ� �ƌŝǀĞ� ĂŶĚ� WƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ� ϭ�
ƌŽĂĚƐ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ƐŶŽǁ�ƐƚŽƉƐ͘

School Zones
'ƌĂĚĞĚ� ƐŶŽǁ� ƉŝůĞƐ� ĐĂŶ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ� ŚĂǌĂƌĚƐ�
ĨŽƌ� ĚƌŽƉͲŽī� ĂŶĚ� ƉŝĐŬͲƵƉ� ĂŶĚ� ŝĨ� Ă� ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�
ĂƩĞŵƉƚƐ� ƚŽ� Đůŝŵď� ƚŚĞŵ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ƉŝůĞƐ� ǁŝůů�
ďĞ� ƌĞŵŽǀĞĚ� ĨƌĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ � ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ� ŽĨ� ƐĐŚŽŽů�
ŚŽƵƌƐ͕�ƚǇƉŝĐĂůůǇ�Ăƚ�ŶŝŐŚƚ͘

Snow Route Parking Ban
/Ŷ�ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞ�ƐŶŽǁ�ĨĂůůƐ͕�Ă�WĂƌŬŝŶŐ��ĂŶ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�
ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ϳ��D�Žƌ�ϯ�WD�ĨŽƌ�Ă�'ƌĞĞŶ��ŝƌĐůĞ�
Žƌ� �ůƵĞ� ^ƋƵĂƌĞ� ^ŶŽǁ� ZŽƵƚĞ͘� �ƌŝǀĞƌƐ� ǁŝůů�
ŚĂǀĞ� ϴ� ŚŽƵƌƐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞŵŽǀĞ� ǀĞŚŝĐůĞƐ͘�
 

Sidewalk Clearing
���ŝƚǇ�ďǇůĂǁ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ƐŝĚĞǁĂůŬƐ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ƐŶŽǁ�ĂŶĚ�ŝĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ϰϴ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�
ĂŌĞƌ� Ă� ƐŶŽǁĨĂůů͘� �ůĞĂƌĞĚ� ƐŶŽǁ� ŵƵƐƚ� ďĞ�
ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ͕ �ŶŽƚ�ŽŶ��ŝƚǇ�
ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ͘� dŽ� ƌĞƉŽƌƚ� ĂŶ� ƵŶĐůĞĂƌĞĚ� ƐŝĚĞǁĂůŬ͕�
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ� WƵďŝĐ�tŽƌŬƐ� �ƵƐƚŽŵĞƌ� ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ� Ăƚ�
ϯϬϲͲϵϳϱͲϮϰϳϲ͘

^ĂŶĚŝŶŐ�Θ�^ĂůƟŶŐ
tŚĞŶ� ŝƚ� ĐŽŵĞƐ� ƚŽ� ĚĞͲŝĐŝŶŐ� ŽƵƌ� ƌŽĂĚƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĐƌĞǁƐ�ƵƐĞ�Ă�ŵŝǆƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ� ƐĂŶĚ�
ĂŶĚ� ƐĂůƚ� ƚŽ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ� ƚƌĂĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŬĞĞƉ�
drivers moving around.

Snow Angel Contest
Nominate a friend, neighbour or volunteer 
ǁŚŽ�ŚĞůƉƐ� ĐůĞĂƌ� ƐŶŽǁ� ĨŽƌ� ǇŽƵ� ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�
ŝŶ� ǇŽƵƌ� ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚ͘� tĞ͛ůů� ƐĞŶĚ� ƚŚĞŵ�
Ă� ƚŚĂŶŬ� ǇŽƵ� ĂŶĚ� ĞŶƚĞƌ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ŶĂŵĞ� ŝŶ� Ă�
ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƉƌŝǌĞ�ĚƌĂǁ͘
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DO YOU PARK ON A

Learn more at saskatoon.ca

SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN

SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW! 
This winter, City of Saskatoon crews are 
working hard to keep excessive snow off  
major roads and streets. As someone who  
lives on a “snow route” we need your help. 

Snow Routes
Snow routes are priority roadways for snow 
grading because they ease the flow of traffic 
across our city. The City will only declare a 
Snow Route Parking Ban if snowfall is extreme. 
These routes are marked with permanent  
green and blue metal signs that are positioned 
along the snow routes. See the map on the 
back of the flyer to see Saskatoon’s designated 
snow routes.

Parking
If a Snow Route Parking Ban is declared, 
vehicles must be removed from the street to 
help us grade snow more effectively. If you 

typically park on one of these routes, here’s 
what you need to do: 

Pay attention to public notices and media 
reports following a significant snowfall.  
A blue or green snow route parking ban  
may be declared. 

Remove your vehicle from the street. Snow 
route declarations can only be announced at 
either 7:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. You will have a 
minimum of 8 hours notice before the parking 
ban takes effect.

Avoid getting towed and a $100 parking  
ticket by removing your vehicle in time and 
keeping it off the declared snow route until the 
parking ban has expired.

Make a plan to have someone move your 
vehicle if you are going to be away.

SNOW
ROUTE

WHEN DECLARED

SNOW
ROUTE

WHEN DECLARED
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Sign Up for notifynow 
Receive direct communication from the City when a Snow Route 
Parking Ban is declared by signing up to the City’s emergency 
mass alert system, notifynow, at saskatoon.ca.

Visit Saskatoon.ca
Go to our homepage for the latest  
news following extreme snowfall  
and check out the Snow Grading  
Map for Snow Route maps and  
information. For more information  
call Public Works Customer Service  
at 306-975-2476.

Media Reports
Watch, read and listen to public  
service announcements from  
local media.

KNOW RIGHT AFTER IT SNOWS

Learn more at saskatoon.ca

SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN

SASKATOON’S SNOW & ICE PLAN
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APPENDIX C: BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT MAINTENANCE 
AREA 
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BETTER WINTER ROADS   

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE – LEVEL OF SERVICE 35 

APPENDIX D: SCHOOL ZONE SNOW MAINTENANCE 
 

Specific School Zone Maps are available on Request. Please find below a sample 
School Zone Map with Windrow Locations: 
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APPENDIX E: SNOW STORAGE SITES 
An example (Central Ave) snow storage site and a map of the city showing the locations 
of snow storage sites is presented in this appendix. 

 

1 Central Ave Snow Storage Site - Example 
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Snow Storage Site Locations taken from: http://apps2.saskatoon.ca/app/aSnowProgram/ 
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APPENDIX F: DEFINITIONS 

Winter Road Maintenance  
Term Definition 

Impassible 
When there is a lack of reasonable mobility due to snow 
accumulation, snow density, drifting snow, severe icing or other 
factors.   

Adjoining 
property  A parcel of land adjacent to a sidewalk 

Driveway 
access 

As a courtesy, operators may lower the wing of the grader blade 
during grading. Residents may be required to shovel or blow snow 
left behind at the end of their driveway after grading. The City does 
not remove windrows in front of driveways.   

High density 
parking area 

Business Improvement Districts with angle parking, grid 
neighbourhoods with limited off-street parking and a high volume of 
destination parking (Residential Parking Permit Areas), or other 
parking scenarios that affect snow grading, storage, and removal. 

Pre-Wetting 
Modified sanders can spray a Magnesium-Chloride de-icing 
chemical on a sand/salt mixture as it is applied to road surface. The 
moist mixture immediately activates the salt to soften the ice, which 
holds the sand for improved traction.  

Local Roads Residential roads not classified as Priority 1, 2 or 3 in the Priority 
Street Grading system (see Appendix A: Priority Street Grading). 

Post Event  Grading and snow removal clean-up activities that take place after 
a significant snowfall or snow event. 

Priority Streets 
Roadways are classified as Priority 1, 2 or 3 in the Priority Street 
Grading system, based on their mobility characteristics to 
determine the priority for maintenance (see Appendix A: Priority 
Street Grading). 

Rural Roads Gravel roads that are inside the City limits. 

School Zone 
Designated 
Hours 

The posted time on the permanent School Zones signs govern hour 
where work cannot be conducted in a schol zone. There are limited 
exceptions to these hours for snow events and non-school days 

Snow 
Management 
Facility 

A location where snow that has been removed from roads and 
private lands is managed year round. Where possible this includes 
melt water management and material recycling. 

Snow Storage 
Site 

A location where snow that has been removed from roads and 
private lands is stored. The snow is managed at the site throughout 
the winter and accessed by private haulers and City staff. 
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Winter Road Maintenance  
Term Definition 

Tailgate 
slamming 

When unloading snow, the operator of a large truck quickly stops to 
loosen remaining snow in the box of the truck.  This causes the 
gate to slam against the box which can be very loud and disruptive. 
This is not allowed at snow storage sites adjacent to Montgomery 
Place and Briarwood neighbourhoods.   

Unacceptable 
Traffic Risk 

As part of the Snow Event decision process: where weather is 
affecting road conditions makes driving, transit, or pedestrian traffic 
unusually difficult or hazardous. 

Windrow 
The longitudinal pile of snow left by a grader along the side of the 
street or boulevards.  Windrows are removed from some priority 1 
and 2 streets periodically throughout the winter. 

!
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