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Council/Committee may close all or part of its meeting to the public if the matter to be discussed is within one 
of the exemptions in Part III of The Local Authority Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(LAFOIPP).  The default is that reports are submitted to a public meeting unless there is a clear and 
identifiable harm to the City.  The anticipated harm must be genuine and conceivable; cause damage or 
detriment, not just be a hindrance or interference; and cannot be imaginary or contrived harm.   
 
Council/Committee may hold meetings closed to the public for the purpose of long-range or strategic 
planning, but no business may be transacted at those meetings.  
 
The following are instances where a report may be considered In Camera:  
 

HEADINGS DESCRIPTION 
Solicitor/Client Privilege 
Legal Advice or Legal Services 
(Section 21 LAFOIPP) 
 

May use for written and verbal reports and updates from the 
City Solicitor’s Office 

Economic/Financial –Land 
(Section 17(1)(d) and (e) LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the report deals with purchase of lands or 
property matters. 

 
Labour/Personnel Matters 
(Sections 16(1)(c) and (d) LAFOIPP) 

Must use this if report deals with labour-relations matters, 
including negotiations.  May use if report deals with plans 
relating to the management of personnel or the 
administration. 
 

Negotiations 
(Section 16(1)(c) LAFOIPP) 

May use this if report deals with contractual or other 
negotiations on behalf of the City. 
 

Information From Other Governments 
(Section 13 of LAFOIPP) 

Must use this if the report contains information that was 
obtained in confidence, implicitly or explicitly, from the 
Provincial or Federal Governments, or its agencies, Crown 
corporations or other institutions, unless the government or 
institution consents to the disclosure or makes the 
information public. 
May use this if the report contains information that was 
obtained in confidence, implicitly or explicitly, from another 
local authority or a similar body in another province or 
territory in Canada. 

Personal Information 
(Section 28 and Section 16(1)(b) and (d) of 
LAFOIPP) 

Must use this if the report contains personal information of 
identifiable individuals who are not employees of the City, 
and who have not given their consent for the release of the 
information. 
May be used for discussion and consideration of matters 
such as appointments to Boards and Committees 
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Third Party Information 
(Section 18 LAFOIPP) 

Must use this if the report contains trade secrets of a third 
party; financial, commercial, scientific, technical or labour 
relations information that is supplied in implicit or explicit 
confidence from the third party; statement of a financial 
account relating to a third party with respect to the provision 
of routine services from the City; or information which, if 
disclosed could result in financial loss or gain, prejudice the 
competitive position of, or interfere with the contractual or 
other negotiations of a third party. 
 

 
 
The following exemptions set out in Part III of The Local Authority Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act (LAFOIPP) are to be used ONLY when the consideration of the information publicly would result in 
clear and identifiable harm to the City 
 
Audits and Tests 
(Section 19 LAFOIPP) 

May use this for testing or auditing procedures or 
techniques, or details of specific tests or audits to be 
conducted, where disclosure could prejudice their use or 
results. 
 

Danger to Health or Safety 
(Section 20 LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the disclosure could threaten the safety or 
the physical or mental health of an individual. 
 

Economic/Financial and Other Interests 
(Section 17 LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the report contains information which, if 
disclosed could prejudice the economic interest of the City, 
or result in an undue benefit or loss to a person.  It also 
includes reports relating to contractual or other negotiations 
on behalf of the City.   
Other uses: 

• Financial, commercial, scientific, technical or other 
information in which the City has a proprietary 
interest or a right of use, and that has monetary 
value or is likely to have monetary value;  

• Scientific or technical information obtained through 
research by a City employee, which if disclosed 
could deprive the employee or priority of publication. 

 
Policy Options/Advice 
(Section 16(1)(a) LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the report deals with advice, proposals, 
recommendations, analyses or policy options. 

Budget Matters 
(Section 16(1)(e) LAFOIPP 

May use this if the report provides information regarding an 
upcoming budgetary decision.  
May not be used to debate budget decisions in private. 

Draft Bylaw or Resolution 
(Section 15(1)(a) of LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the report contains a draft of a resolution or 
bylaw.  Would normally apply to a draft bylaw which Council 
is receiving legal advice about. 
 

Consultations/Deliberations 
(Section 16(1)(b) of LAFOIPP) 

May be used for review and determination of awards, 
grants, etc., such as for the Public Art Advisory Committee 
or for consultations with a Committee. 
 

Law Enforcement or Investigation 
(Section 14 of LAFOIPP) 

May use this if the report contains information, the release of 
which could prejudice, interfere with or adversely affect an 
investigation or prosecution of an offence; be injurious to the 
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enforcement of a resolution or bylaw; be injurious in the 
conduct of existing or anticipated legal proceedings; or 
reveal investigative techniques or procedures or a security 
risk. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Save/Council and Committee Reports Procedures/In Camera Headings and Descriptions.doc 


	March 2015

