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Design Principles

1 | Cohesive City 
Connect the site to the surrounding 
city grid and to the River to create a 
well-connected city.

2 | A Green Network 
Create a more comprehensive open 
space network for the city using the 
site as a catalyst to connect key 
open spaces.

3 | Heritage + Identity 
Draw out the distinctive nature of 
the historic warehouse district and 
showcase the unique elements of the 
rail yards to capture a sense of the 
site’s past.

4 | Reduce GHG Emissions 
Build a District Energy Plant on site, 
and link all new buildings to the 
heating distribution system.
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Hybrid Concept - Transit Routes
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Design Principles

5 | Employment + Vitality 
Build on existing industries/
businesses to introduce a new mix 
of uses that weaves industry with 
commercial and live/work.

7 | Manage The Car 
Ensure that cars and parking are 
dealt with to benefit livability, 
walkability, business activity and 
visual enjoyment.

8 | A Recognizable 
	   ‘Place’ on day one 

Ensure the first phase of 
development is a memorable 
place with real ‘people 
appeal’.

9 | Embrace The  
     Winter City 

Celebrate all aspects of 
Saskatoon’s winter ensuring 
places and activities that take 
full advantage of the unique 
possibilities of winter weather.

for the love of winter: edmonton’s wintercity strategy  | 35

Winter Economy: Goal #6
Develop a Four–Seasons 
Patio Culture

Edmonton’s many bright, sunny winter days 
provide an excellent opportunity for outdoor 
socializing—one that can be embraced not just 
by community groups and festivals staging 
special events, but also by small businesses who 
could offer much to enhance daily life on the 
streets of our northern city. These businesses 
need encouragement to ‘think outside the box’ 
when it comes to attracting outdoor patrons; 
this in turn requires the relaxing of rules and 
regulations that protect the city from certain 
liabilities.

Action 6.1:  Remove regulatory barriers for small businesses 
to make year–round use of outdoor space for patios, 
including temporary winter patios at festivals, events 
and on sidewalks.

• Reduce insurance requirements (related to right of 
way occupation) and provide incentives such as 
lower fees for participating establishments.

• Streamline and shorten the permitting process for patios.

• Permit use of curb side parallel parking spaces for 
‘café pallets’ to provide sidewalk patio space where 
otherwise too narrow.

“Hibernation is best left to the bears; perhaps it is time for us 
to re–imagine what shoulder season or winter patios could be… 
instead of how about a ‘cold one’, think about the possibilities 
of ‘how about a warm one”.
Ian O’Donnell | Downtown Edmonton Community League

Edmonton’s Illuminations 2011 | Edie McIntyre

6 | CONNECT TO TRANSIT
Create a walkable neighbourhood 
where it is easy and comfortable to 
get to a variety of transit modes.



THE BIG IDEAS

A central park connecting east and west, spanning the rail tracks.

Reconnect the City

Bridging over rail tracks allows for parking below. 
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One path, multiple activities, dog park, play areas, community gardens.

Reviving the old rail line as a Greenway
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Exhibit 3
Bike Routes
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3 | Stormwater  Management
•	 Create a variety of water conveyance 

and temporary storage features that 
provide on-site 24 hour capacity for a 
100-year storm event. 

4 | active transportation
• 	Create a network of walking, cycling, 

and running routes that make it easy 
to be active all year round.

5 | urban agriculture
•	 Create zones of community 

gardens at the Rail Greenway, 
flanking the CPR corridor and on 
the Landbridge Park.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES

1 | district energy
•	 Connect all buildings to the District 

Energy System. 
•	 Provide energy and heating with low 

Greenhouse Gas emissions.
*Ongoing coordination with Energy Consultant.

2 | Green Buildings 
• 	Establish minimum sustainable 

performance goals in design and 
construction.

• 	Employ passive approaches to 
sustainable building (e.g., high 
performance walls and windows.)
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Hybrid Concept - Land USe
Perkins+Will Team
13 June 2013
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LAND USE AND DISTRICTS

•	 Rich mix of uses
•	 Taller buildings around central park
•	 Integrating industry to support jobs
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Top: Arbutus Walk, Vancouver

Bottom: Hancock Mixed-Use, West Hollywood

Warehouse District
Infill development enhances 
warehouse character. Old 
rail line transformed into a 
narrow urban corridor with new 
development on both sides.

Cross-rail District
Grand central park surrounded 
by buildings up to 15 storeys.
Courtyard development. 

Idylwyld Drive
Densification to support transit.
Active uses at grade.
Better pedestrian environment.

Left: Mill District, Minneapolis

Right: Industrial Greenway Park, Montreal

Top: Dockside Development, Victoria

Middle 1: 4-storey development relates to courtyard, unknown location

Middle 2: Design for Brooklyn Queens Expressway Trench, NY 

Bottom: Arbutus Walk, Vancouver

Top: Yaletown retail at grade, Vancouver

Bottom left: Mews at Distillery District, Toronto

Bottom right: Townhouse on narrow street, Amsterdam

Mill District (long-term)
Adaptive re-use of the Mills. Opportunity for new 
green space supporting infill development and SIAST.
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A FAMILY OF COMPLETE STREETS

street NETWORK

•	 Queen and 26th Street bridge over 
rail tracks

•	 Streets designed for pedestrians, 
cyclists and vehicles
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Connector Street Cross-section  
(Link to Siast)

Connector Street Cross-section  
(South Side of Park)

Local Street Cross-section  
(Typical)

Local Street Cross-section  
(East-side of CPR)

Mews Cross-section  
(Typical)

Path along west of CPR



RAIL GREENWAY: NORTH
Wide and Park-like, dog park, community gardens, nature play

Cross-section AA - Dog Park and Stormwater Pond

Cross-section BB - Community Gardens

Cross-section CC - Play Areas
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RAIL GREENWAY: SOUTH

Cross-section FF - John Deere Block (showing patios, restaurant uses on ground floor)

Narrow and Urban, Railwalk, Housing, CafÉs, Live-work

Cross-section DD -  Park Frontage

Cross-section EE - Stacked Townhouses and Service Lane

Cross-section FF - John Deere Block: Cafés, Restaurants and Live-work At-grade
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Key Plan - Rail Greenway: South
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Landbridge Park Programming
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