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Title of Artwork: We are all Linked

Name of Artist: Monique Martin

Mailing Address: 1818 Madden Ave, Saskatoon Postal Code: S7H 3M8

Phone (home): 306 374-9283 (work) 306 659 7819 Email: monique@moniqueart.com

Location of Studio: 1818 Madden Ave, Saskatoon

Location of Proposed Installation: Mendel Art Gallery to Meewasin Valley Center along the trail

The goal of the project was:
Various types of interlinked hexagons made of clay and covered in beeswax.

60 clusters of the interlinked clay hexagons will be installed in the trees with the majority from the
riverbank from approximately Mendel Art Gallery to the Meewasin Valley Center.



As well as:

3 clusters in the trees on the Boulevard on Broadway BID

3 clusters in the trees on 20™ St between Ave E and F

3 clusters in the trees at Riverlanding area by the Farmers Market
3 clusters in the trees by the University

3 clusters in trees on 33™

3 clusters in Breevort Park (my area)

1 cluster in front of each school involved in the project

The exhibition is a comment on how we are all “linked” so | felt it was important to have a visual link
within as many areas of Saskatoon as possible, and visual links to the people involved.

Size in meters: height : 0.5 -0.75m width :0.5-0.75m depth :0.5-0.75m weight: 1-1.5kg

Scale of maquette: 1.1 ratio

Each maquette will be slightly different with a varying number of hexagons. Each tree is unique as will
each cluster be unique. | have included in the maquette box a few hexagons covered in beeswax to
give you a sense of what they will smell and look like. | enclosed these wax-covered hexagons in plastic
because the smell can be quite intense.

Description of installation procedures and other technical details regarding fabrication and
materials: The installation will require ladders or a cherry picker and zip ties. The trees will not be
damaged in any way during installation or removal. No branches will be removed but rather the
existing shape of the trees will help to hold the clusters in place.

All people involved in the installation will have their own health insurance to cover any possible
injuries.

Estimated market value: 3000.00

Are adjustments required to the site? No

Describe maintenance requirements: | will make weekly inspections to see if any of the clay rings have
been damaged by weather and will adjust the pieces accordingly. It is expected that some of the links
(hexagons) will break but this chance occurrence will intensify the meaning of the work, as the

installation deals with colony collapse and some hexagons not there will be a great symbol of that.

Please provide a brief artist’s statement for the art and describe how it fits into the physical,
community and cultural context of your preferred site:

I am trying to create a visual, olfactory and sound installation to compliment my exhibition at the
Mendel Art Gallery in January 2015, which focuses on the bees and its link to our lives. Concurrent with



my exhibition; my students will be creating papier-maché bees for a beehive-like installation, and a
colony collapse sculpture from clay, that will be installed at the Meewasin Valley Centre. | want to
create a multi-sensory link between the two exhibitions along the riverbank, creating a temporary art
walk.

My vision is to install clay honeycomb shapes in the trees, in clusters. These hexagons that are
interlinked and can't separate will be dipped in beeswax; that's where the sense of smell comes in. |
want to install these in the trees about every 50 meters along the riverbank from the Mendel
(beginning in the Conservatory) to the Meewasin (ending inside the 3D beehive made by my students)
in January and February of 2015. It is estimated that there will be 45 clusters for the riverbank walk
and another 15 for the other locations as outlined above. The interconnected hexagons are a symbol
of colony collapse and the interconnectedness of all of us in the world. The hexagons will move in the
wind and will create an interesting sound along the riverbank.

Many Saskatchewan potters who are members of SASK Terra will be involved in the project, making
hexagons in their studio, sending them to me and | will interconnect them in my studio. This part of
the project will really create the sense of a beehive where many people work together to create one
piece.

I think it will be interesting introduce the visual and the smell of beehives to the trail in the middle of
winter. It will be totally unexpected and will create conversation, which is what | like to do with my
work. Plus, smelling part of summer in winter can't hurt in a place that is so cold.

Artist Statement
Linked

We are all linked through relationships, the environment, our community and our past experiences.
The interlinked hexagons are a symbol of this linkage, specifically the linkage to the environment. The
environment functions in an absolute way so that the loss of one link creates a huge problem. As wind
and weather play a part in this exhibition one important link may break causing the entire cluster to fall
to the ground. This is an ephemeral ever changing exhibition, each link is only as strong as the one
next to it the same as our environment.

The beehive is an example of the absolute way of things. Each hive exists and functions with no
changes, no creativity, no going their own direction. It is the massive amount of organization in the
hive that is explored in the repetition, the patterns and the sensory input.

The absolute way of things is fragile in its need for understanding from the world surrounding it. Bees
are disappearing in vast numbers around the world. Is this cause for concern that our way of things is
about to change? Have we done irreparable damage that cannot be reversed? Is the bee a
thermometer with which we measure our impact, or lack of understanding?



The intricacy with which bees create their home is a marvel and a wonder, this wonder is explored
through the linking of clay tiles.. Specialist bees work in various areas with an innate understanding of
their job when they are born. It is this understanding of their place in the world that is fascinating, as
humans often spend years discovering where to live, what they want to be, and then shift and change,
sometimes often and sometimes dramatically.

The beehive hums with activity, controlling temperature, humidity and a vast number of other factors
by working as a team. When the hive is functioning well these processes are natural, easy and
beautiful. Just as in human interaction, when we give, take, forgive, understand, and empathize, the
world functions in a smooth and beautiful way. Move one of these to the polar opposite and the hum
of the world changes dramatically. We are all linked through the smallest of things, even the bees.

Describe how this work is innovative to Saskatoon’s public art program:

Smell, sound, visual, unique in its installation during the winter months. The installation connects two
major venues on the Saskatchewan River, the Mendel Art Gallery and the Meewasin Valley Center. As
well the project connects many Saskatchewan potters and Saskatoon schools.

Describe the level of community engagement, if any: The Meewasin Valley Center will be involved in
the student portion of the exhibition, 5 schools in Saskatoon will create hexagon clusters and Sask
Terra potters group will also create clusters (45 member). The Meewasin Valley Center will also
promote the exhibition and the student exhibition at an event April 24 and 25 at the center.

Schedule details

Installation: December 5-15

Removal: First week of March

Community engagement process, if any: The clay community of Saskatoon will be involved in the
creation of clay links. See enclosed agreement to participate and the information given to the artists.



We Are All Linked — 2014 — The Process and the Product

The Resulting Project was

Various types of interlinked hexagons were made of clay and covered in beeswax.

131 clusters of the interlinked clay hexagons of mine were installed in the trees with the majority from
Mendel Art Gallery to the Meewasin Valley Center. The 97 community clusters are in Friendship Park
by the Meewasin Valley Center.

As well as:

3 clusters in the trees on the Boulevard on Broadway BID

3 clusters in the trees on 20" St between Ave E and F

3 clusters in the trees at Riverlanding area by the Farmers Market

3 clusters in trees on 33"

3 clusters in Breevort Park (my area)

1 cluster at UofS, the first set of clusters was damaged, | reinstalled on the boulevard.

The exhibition is a comment on how we are all “linked” so | feel it is important to have a visual link
within as many areas of Saskatoon as possible, and visual links to the people involved.

Size: The clusters varied in size from 25 hexagons to 100 hexagons, depending.

Hexagons were approximately 5” across. My hexagon pattern was narrower than the one that | used
for the community. My pattern left side, community right side.



Third week into the project the clusters seem to be withstanding the weather and are doing well. | do a
walk of the installation once a week to check for any damage or any adjustments that need to be
made.

Description of installation procedures and other technical details regarding fabrication and
materials: The installation was done with ladders. | installed mine with my husband helping. The
community clusters were hung with the help of students and teachers from my school.

Final - Artist Statement

This installation is made up of interlinked hexagons covered in beeswax to create a
visual, olfactory and sound as an expression of the interconnected world we live in,
where each link is only as strong as the ones surrounding it.

We are all linked through relationships, the environment, our community and our past
experiences. The interlinked hexagons are a symbol of this linkage. The environment
functions in an absolute way so that the loss of one link creates a huge problem.
Currently colony collapse is a problem for bees. This exhibition will comment on this
through various sensory experiences. As wind and weather play a part in this
exhibition one important link may break causing the entire cluster to fall to the
ground. This is an ephemeral ever-changing exhibition with the clusters changing
shape as the length of the exhibition increases.

Community engagement process, if any: Fewer people in the clay community of Saskatoon were
involved in the creation of clay links than | expected, however, many other people were.



The Stats

There were:

11,043 individual clay hexagons created by Monique and the community
131 hexagon clusters created by Monique

97 hexagon clusters created by the community

918 people in Saskatoon participated in the project

89 trees had clusters in them from the Meewasin Valley Center to the Mendel Art Gallery
15 trees had clusters in Friendship Park, many clusters in some of the trees

Satellite Locations were:

Broadway Ave, by Booster Juice
(my photos of this location are very poor)

Uofs 20" by Hair Salon, Adjacent to Bee Street Mural

Framers Market to the right of the entry 33" by the bus stop in front of Safeway



City Hall

Community Participants

Community participants all made at least 3 hexagons, with the exception of Culture Days, if not more.
Two hexagons had words pressed into them and one did not, when | worked with students so each
student created at least 3 hexagons. The one without words was used for connecting.

May 11 - St. John School

On May 11and 12 | gave workshops to the entire St. John school population of 250 kids. | gave a
presentation the week before creating the tiles to all the students about the project and about bees.
The school did school wide research project on bees to coincide with my project. All of the staff from
St. John School spent an evening in my studio connecting the hexagons together.




The document | created for use by the students at St. John school is below and visitors to the Meewasin Valley
Center will also use them. The student ones have been made into a book for the exhibit in January.






June 9 — 13 Georges Vanier Catholic Fine Arts School — all students created hexagons at the end of
June

June 18 - Pope John Paul Il School students in Grade 7 made hexagons
No photos due to permissions.

Bishop Murray School allowed me to use their kiln for firings because the kiln at my school is not
functional because of the construction going on.



July 24 - Art Night at Monique’s Studio
A group of 20 women created hexagons at my studio for an evening.

Heather Morrison 98.3 Cool Radio



September 12 Georges Vanier Catholic Fine Arts School Parents
At parent night on September 12 parents were taught how to make the hexagons by their children.

Paula Cooley — Artist
Paula created about 100 hexagons for the project.

Tree Pottery Supply
Donated one box of clay to the project and also created some hexagons.
We used 32 boxes of clay for the project.




September 26 - Sask Culture Days Kick-off

This event involved my students in being leaders. | trained them at school on how to teach people to
make the hexagons and they helped to plan the logistics of the event. Some of my hexagon clusters
that were completed were installed in several trees for this event.




October 3-5 Hexagons went to Rome for Maker Faire

Summer and Fall 2014 - Gabriella Fortugno - Advanced Placement Student (Holy Cross High School)
Gaby created 5 clusters of her own and selected her own tree near the Mendel Art Gallery in which to
install them. She will include the project in her portfolio when she applies for her university credit.




September 10 and 17 - Maria Montessori students all created a hexagon in a two half day workshops.
No photos due to permissions

October 13 /14 Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools — 12 schools, grade 7’s

| spent one day at St. Philip School teaching the grade 7 students how to teach others to make the
hexagons, wedge clay and roll clay slabs. This group of students worked alongside me for two full days
to created hexagons with grade 7 students from 7 other schools in Saskatoon. It was two days of very
intense creating. Schools involved were.

Bishop Pocock School

Cardinal Leger School —all grade 7’s
St. Edward School

St. Gerard School —all grade 7’s

St. John School — all students

St. Marguerite School — grade 7

St. Philip School —grade 7’s



October 27 Art with Artists workshop - Janice Cook
| worked for an evening with children at The Refinery
No photos as | didn’t have parent permissions.

November 15 — Beeswax Day
| worked with 4 students from my school to dip the hexagons in beeswax




Install days
November 21 — December 5



Meewasin Valley Centre
Was the meeting point for installation and was the location for the artist talk. Georges Vanier students

and 45 students from various schools in Saskatoon transformed the center into a beehive by creating
3D papier mache bees.




The number of days used to create hexagons with the community was 8 full days. As you can see the

community participation was really large but my time commitment to the project was also very very
large.

The project incorporated 6 different types of clay in the creation of the hexagons. Paula Cooley a local
artist created them with three different clays and | used 3 types as well.



Public Reaction
December 17, 2014

Media Coverage

CBC radio (CD with interview is included)



Print Article CBC
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/monigue-martin-s-new-public-artwork-displayed-in-
saskatoon-trees-1.2857618

98Cool Radio interview Wednesday November 19, facebook post of clusters.

Star Phoenix - http://issuu.com/lorikluge/docs/bridges 102220147e=3664587/9922872



















The entire project is documented on my webpage
http://moniqueart.com/linkedcolonycollapse/linkedcolonycollapse.html

Comments:



On a personal note | might not let the project get so large if | could go back in time. It became larger
and larger as more people wanted to be involved and therefore used a way more of my time and
budget than expected. However, on the upside of that is that the people involved were absolutely
thrilled to be part of it and feel like they are part of something really big and special. | had calls/emails
up until the day I installed from schools and community groups wanting to be involved.

The installation was easier than | expected and didn’t take as long as | expected. The day we selected
to hang in Friendship Park was very cold, very very cold but my dedicated team was there and helped
to get it done very quickly.

The blog stats are about 15 views per day, | can’t say how many are revisits from the same people but
people are curious. It is probably the students involved that are looking it up, is my guess.






