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1.1 Overview
The Transit Oriented Development (TOD) Guidelines provide 
direction on the design and construction of new development 
along Saskatoon’s priority transit nodes and corridors. They 
assist the City, businesses and citizens in planning ahead for 
the integration of transit and land use in a coordinated and 
mutually beneficial way.

The Guidelines are aligned with the City of Saskatoon’s Growth 
Plan to Half a Million (Growth Plan). The purpose of the 
Growth Plan is to proactively manage future growth to ensure 
that Saskatoon remains a healthy, sustainable, accessible and 
attractive place to live for future generations. This includes the 
following goals:

• Corridor Growth: to encourage growth near Saskatoon’s
existing major corridors;

• Transit: to make transit more attractive to people as
Saskatoon grows; and

• Core Bridges: to make the most of Saskatoon’s existing
road infrastructure.

The Guidelines will be used to commun cate the City’s 
expectations and to assess rezoning or develo ment opo  
along the priority transit nodes and corridors.

1.2 What is TOD?
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is generally defined 
as higher density, mixed use, human-scale development 
around frequent transit facilities. What sets transit oriented 
development apart from traditional development is an 
increased emphasis on providing access to transit through 
mixed use areas with higher density, degree of activity and 
amenities.

TOD encourages tr nsit supportive land use with the intent 
to provide mor  balanced transportation choices to allow 
people to dr e l s and walk, cycle, and take transit more. 
TOD guidelines can  used as a tool to guide development 
that ecognizes the im ortant relationship between land 
u  and tra sportation planning. Integrating land use and 
tran ort tion, especially transit, is an important theme in 
both th  City of Saskatoon’s Growth Plan and the Official 
Community Plan.

The overall goal of TOD is to encourage development with 
specific forms and features that facilitates easier access to 
transit and create attractive pedestrian-focused areas rich in 
amenities and providing a mixture of uses.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

photo: Thomas Le Ngo - Flickr

DRAFT



TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT DESIGN GUIDELINES 5

1.3 Benefits of TOD
Cities around the globe are recognizing the importance of 
aligning transit strategies with urban growth to improve the 
relationship between mobility and urban living. TOD - transit-
oriented development – builds on this idea, creating walkable, 
sustainable communities for people of all ages and incomes, 
locating them close to transit to facilitate moving around the 
city whether for work, recreation or daily services. Shifting 
demographics and a growing desire for more varied and active 
lifestyles have also led to significant and sustained growth in 
TOD investment throughout North America. The benefits of 
TOD are many and local real estate markets are responding 
accordingly as cities re-orient themselves around high quality 
transit infrastructure and public amenities.  

TOD is more sustainable
• More efficient use of land and conservation of habitat
• Less oil and gas consumption and cleaner air

TOD is good for the City of Saskatoon
• Reduces infrastructure costs
• Allows for more efficient, cost-effective t nsit servi e
• Increases property tax revenue

TOD is good for business
• TOD has proven to be one o  he best invest ent

opportunities in Canada.1 Dema d is fueled y people who
are choosing to live within city core  to b  close to both
work and the lifestyles they desire

• Aligns with City of Saskatoon policies around
neighbourhood design, sustainability and economic
development

• Helps to attract and retain talented workers, high-quality
jobs and economic investment

TOD is good for communities
• Creates value that can be reinvested in communities
• Increases foot traffic which supports local businesses
• Increases affordability as people have more housing and

transportation choices

1 PWC and ULI. (2015) Emerging Trends in Real Estate

Figure 1 -  The benefits of urban living are attracting an increasing 
number of people to neighbourhoods that can provide transportation 
alternatives, amenities and a sense of community
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